
USS NOA (DD 841) 
Care of FIGet Post Office 

NG\f York 09501 

Dear Families aYl...d Friends of HOA, 

5 Septeraoor 1966 

Th.e NOA has visited l iASSAvIA, ERITREA (EThIOPIA); ADEN, !DEI 
BWTECTCftATE; .and COC:iIil and NADRAS, EiDIA during the ;oeriod since 
1 August 1966, . Tomorr ow \{8 \dn again visit ADEn far :::001 and an 
QverIl.ight nest , Then NOA \..Jill head north tlu:-ough t he p..:Gn SEA to prnT 
SljEZ and transit t hG SUEZ CANAL . On SG ptember 14 , Ie ,dll arrive in 
ATI~t~S-, GtlEECE where NOA \ull r ej oin other unit.s of tl!e SIX'I'H F!E-~T . 

I am pm a sed to annOLli1.Ce that the nOA, t~1roug..h t~1e out.starrl il1g 
efforts of y om" husbands, sons am f riencls wm.l -~he Battle Efficienc:v 
Ccmrpatition and ~las mfarded t he Battle i::?ficiency Allard as well as 
t he O]:erations Depaxt lllBn'G Excellence Awe:rd . Tl1ese 8.Ha1,ds are based 
u:)Qn a strict e"val uati on of proven psrfcn.!a8.X'..ce durinG t:.:e conduct of 
evaluated exercises , daily readiness for of€rat.i ons , and smartness 
tbrou~'1out t;.1e year . Eac11 rtlan and office:..'" in }JCA can :'e justj..fiFtbl~r 
proud of t hese avra:rds ,·m.ich could not. ~1ave been \Ion u...lless eve::~.:"yone 
in lrOA had given of -theil" best . 

As a. result of tl~ese a1'IaJ:,ds a large ul1ite ''Eli and a gTeen tlElI 
\filS minted on each Hing 9f -t~le bridge adding to -Chose lJr6vlously 
painted on the Gun Hounts , vle are looldnr; f orH8.l'd -to 'G1.us ye a.r 1 s 
c orLl~t.ition al"n the hOl::ed f or addition of a l111a8:1 mark " under each 
of t he I1E t sIT to signify a second c onsecv..tive aHar a a..l1d t he addition 
of Heapol1s , E::'1.gineer and Supply Depe.r tIl1snt Excellence A-;;rards . 

The EliqJ1T~~"lJ)E?gTI~, throu.gh the contirnlous 8~':':forts of t he 
Ban lrlt.h engine8!'" l"2.tings ne.s kept the r;C,A t s engineer ing p1 8Ut O:"16r­
ati:"lg smoothly o,nd efficiently. Si nce leaving Haypcy","-t O:i.'l 21 Jl.l!.16 t he 
,;OA hi>.s logged over 12 , 400 p.autical miJ.es of stear-,i ng j.n "1;;18 Atlc.ntic 
Ocean, Mediter :!:'aneall Sea, Red Sea , Arabian Sea a,nO. t.he Bay of Ben~al; 
cOl'!.sU'fn.ed · aver 9Lj:- , OOO ga.JJ_ons of fue l oiJ. 8.m disti:--=!.ed frOjil sea Hate:.. .. 
O'.,er 851,500 gallons of f resh Hater 2.nd hoiler l.·later . Een i n t b.e 
Zngineer Depaxt.nent have ma.intaii.1ed and re paired t~Je el1g'ineer ing ~)lallt 
Hi tl1 no. outsid.e a ssi stance - 8.11 outstandi:ng 2..ccom,pJ.iS~lI'lel1t f or '':J~ich 
t.:ley deserve t~'le Id ghest praise . 

T~e OPERNrI OES DEPATI.rrl IEt:rI' :la s ke",)t t2'!e fICA in touch uith t he out­
side world; taJJ-;:ed l:Tith ships of all nat ionali ties; lnaintai ned our 

1· l' . .. t --' . . . " " A,,- n ' T·· " " D-' ' InIO·" J{e~~ COl!l}LGX e eC"Gromcs eqUlpmen ' aLU , 'r.L'W.!. 'G.!."!e .!,:: iJ J ~.iA .L I...':'-; ....,. 'oJ ;:; _ ~ , .;.JV 

OUT pasi tion on the t7a ckle s s see.s am oce2.l1S pii1poin c.ed . All 10£311 ij,1 
t~.'le Or)cr ations DepaJ:·tmerit are to be congl"atuJE.-GGd for vIini'ling the :Ue­
p:rrtrc.en-c.a.l Excellence A1.-1ard , an outs'Gaming achievement . 

The WEAFO:~S DEPiutTEEIIT has been \{Ol'l::'L,ng -Go1ia:rds oU:'" re-curi1 '(.0 th3 
SDCTH FT:~T . AD. fU""acontl"ol s 'j>"S tems and Q1l1.S have been a ligned , 



tested and me.de l'eady for -the conduct of glJ..11nery· exercise . They 
are giving the exterior of :rOA a fa.ce 1 i f t:L."'lg tha.t OOCcl.!J.e necessary 
aftcT the sand blasting and heat of the RED SEA and ·~le salt. 'Tater 
-w.ken aboard HPile crossing ·the At1ABIAN SEA in t.he midd.le of tl~ 
Nonsoon Season . Additionally, the AS1"] systems have been ITI..ade recc1:v 
so that "re ,.rill be ready to 0i.:ere.te \f.it~l suD!J2.rines :i..n the SIXTH 
FLE:~T • 

The SUP?J"..IY DEFA.:.'1Tl,ziTT has done an excellent job of keeping ~.ll 
of us wll fed. The lauad:ry 118.8 turned out un·Gold loads of Has;l. 
starekee~rs have been abl e to locate 01" obt2.in just about every­
tl1i ~1g \f8 ha.ve needed to keel1 the ship fu...'1cttO:;:"!..i;'lg . L1.ciCl.ental1.y the 
bakers have baked over 2~OO Joaves of' l."Y".cead. 

~ visits to t:IASSAl.ofA , ADEN , COCHIr~ and l!ADRAS Here ver y inter­
esting. 1 1m S1L."e that you have or uill hear about the visits fro;:;). 
y our husba.nds, sons B.nd friei1G.s in NOA; ho\fever , It 11 add a fe\o[ Hords 
to theirs • 

. In HASSAWA 'ie exrerienced the hiGhest -;:'emperature of om" deploy­
l!len-c . The highest ,.;as 1250J.;' in the sllade , if 'c,here Has fuJ.y shade. 
Its no wOI'.iter tila.t about 150 lUen l)r aved -G i.18 torturous mountainous 
road from hot ;·iASSlillA to visit cool ASl·ilul.A high in the mounta5,ns of 
ET:'IIO{IA ",i16};'e '('11e -c,emp3ratu;ce ~7 more to our lilting , in the 70o- 80OF 
range . 

At COCI'!I N a.bout 40 men Here guests of -;:':1e India..'1 Havy at all 
Indian eu:..'ry dini1er . It "as good, but H-C~T , an:'! Ilm afraid not qUHe 
up to the delica.te American Te.stes . FDA I S athletic tear·IS bl"avely en­
gazed the Indian Navy teams in soccer c.nd basketball, ~)ut on q. good 
shou, but did L1 the end adni t defeat . \'e neoo. more practice . 

I ndian produ.cts began 'Go be brougl-rc aOD.:'1rd in COC:iIF, but it \-Tas 

in HADB.AS t hat t!ley poured abozz-d ilOA . j·iost lockers and corners axe 
1,.J6J_1 loaded and stocked uith Hood and ivory- CarVil'lgs , yards o..l1d ye.rds 
of sill~ and Madras cloth and i te!J1S made of brass of 8.11 sizes and 
shapas . Hadras ~]a 5 llJ.'"ldoubtedly t.he 1'1igh point in our ':90l"t visit.ing 
1./'lile deplo-.ied to HIDEASTFOR , the soft ban team \fon 0. gaIile . 

ADEN 
aS~'lore . no 
bazaar on 

is a free port; hovr6ver, . bec2,usa of "ti!,e unsettled conc.j. tj_ons 
llOOl"ty could be gl'\anted . ":Ie.· did have merchants set U;? a 
board and the trade Has bri8~~ , especially for Ca n:k3 r HS, tap3 

recorders , and toys . 

The NOA, e,S \-Ie prepare to retu::c'n to the $IXTE I~Li!:~T, is weJ.:. lOCl.ded 
uith souvenirs and gUts f rom the l·addle East . I don 1t be1..i.eve a si'lgJ£l 
one of you h8.s been forgotten. All of us a.re looldne forward t o the 
visits to A'l'EE;,lS, Ch'l.EZCE; CASTELOl'l , SPAIi' ( near VAIEl'CIA); PALl:A, ISJ.£m 
OF BALLORCA, SPAI N (V'isi ted lc.st year by i:10A and enj o~"ed by everyone) 
and TA;;GI::R., l'ICROCCO. Hos t af all we are looking fOri-lard to GICl1.A.L'l'JLl't , 
where, upon turning-over to our reliefs , w ,rill begil1 'Goo last days of 



our deploym:mt and depart the SIXTI-; FLE1:1' t o begin the· long vcr"age 
t o our homeport, E!YFORT, our reunion uith e ach of you , :md hope­
fuUya little rest . I have often ,wndered Hhy the last ten days 
of a deployru0nt to t he SIXTH I";;';"T seems so 10::lg. 

The ships duty section list has been published and the leave 
schedules ar e fairly "ell ananged . AU men in iqOA s;,ould be able 
to l et you know 1,1hen they ,.0.11 have thei,' first liberty in !1AYPCRT 
and when any leave that they llave r equested ,.0.11 CO!12lence . Regret­
fully, and I'm sure t hat you understand , everyone can ' t have liberty 
on the first day in port, nor can ever YO::le have leave at the same 
t ime . Our e ffort.s are point ed to seei ng t.hat. everyone- get·s as much 
liberty and leave as is possible throughout the entire year . 

Since m;r last letter I find that congratulations fU'O in arder 
for: 

Petty Officer and 11r's . John W. BRIDGE for t.he bi_rth of a SOl1 

on 23 July 1966, 

Petty Officer and Hl.'s . Bobbie G. CAt1TER fOl' the birth of a son 
on 11 August 1966, 

Fireman <'\nd Hrs. Jarae s E. NCIQ;E far -GIla bie'th of a son on 10 
August 1966. 
Looks as if sons monopolized t his 
of you . I leno'.! yOUl' husbo.'1.ds are 
your sons . 

];eri od . 
lookint; 

COllgl"atulat.ions to each 
.forHa.rd t.o seeing you and 

I again take this opportunity to t1laP.:k yOU for your support 
dUJ.'ing the depl oymeilt . "Hail C8.U" still re,;1Elins tbe most popuJB.r 
activity in }lOA. You have nQ i dea 110u eac.'l tcac'1 looks f o:nll3.rd to 
"gail Cal I f! az:tq you:l.'" lett.ers . Your letters to 'lne indicating interest 
in t!18 Fa.mil~-Gram.s make s urit-ing t hem 'i.feli l,olorth ,.zhile . 11m told in 
one letter t hat the old saying : "No ne"s is good ne1{s" should be 
changed to: liNeA nevl~ is better n61,Ts" . l!e.l:U?~ . f r qm..]E __ ~J?~st ! . I do 
ho~ our l etters have been ge"0ting t hrough to y ou . I'~l- service , once 
,re are back wit:, -Ghe S]J[TH F:r;;;;ZT HiE be much improved . It ' s gOi"g to 
be a most ,relcome change to hear from you frequen·cly and to be abJ.e to 
send OUT letters to you ,lith reguJ.arity . 

Sincerely, 

~ 
ComrJ.2.ndel' , U.3. Navy 
Comr,w.nc1ing ... Officer 


