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USS NOA (DD 841) 
cj 0 Fleet. Post Off ice 

Ne;) '{ork, Nel, York 

4 Fe bruaI"J 1964 

Dear Families and Friends of NOA, 

This is the first "Family Gram" I have prepared since relieving CDR 
SC:-JETTTIm as Commanding Officer on )0 December, and I would like to say 
that I am very pr oud ~nd honor~d to have been sel ected to l ead Our fine 
ship and crew. 

Since man~' new member s hnve been received in the crew in recent weeks, 
I believe it would be best to commenco t h is first report with a little 
background and introducti on to the ship for the benefit of our nEm friends. 
The NOA was named in honor of 2 Mids'1ipClCtn hero who WQS killed by Filipino 
insurgents in 1901. She is tho second ship to boar the name, the first NOA 
h:lvi ng boen sunk during the Normandy invas i on in 1941,. Probably the most 
interesting and widely publicized incident i n the ship1s history was the 
recevery of the Freedom Seven spaee eraft piloted by Col onel J ohn Glenn in 
February 1962. 

NOA is commonl y r eferred to i n Navy t e rms as a "gen8ral purpose" 
destroyer, which, QS the t erm implies, means that she is c1'.pabl e of per­
f orming " great m"ny apeI'D tional tesks . These inclu::e Anti-Subffi1lrine war­
fare, Anti-Air warfDre, patrollillB, picket duty Dnd p l ane gmrd dut i es with' 
aircr"ft cDrriers. You can sec that the crew is required to know a great 
deal, but at the sr,me time l ife on bo;,rd i s seldom dull and i s always 
challenging . lim sur(; that yemr lmsurnus ond sons in the crew will agree 
with me when I say that the destr0yer s~ ilor is the most versatile and bes~ 
qunlifie (~ sea goL'1g man in the N,lVY. 

At present we are in '~ur h :>me p ::>rt, Hayport , Fl orida, readying the ship 
for a dep l oyment of ab::>ut six months in the Mediterranean area. The prede­
ployment period is usually the most hectic and busy time in c onnection with 
any overseas m::>vcment . It is particularly har d on our supply and repair 
personnel s ince 011 spares must be em ooai"d and al l equipment must be in 
t ::>p working or der bef0re departure. 

I ljave been very favorably i mpr essed with the Cem-do sp irit displayed 
by the c r ew thus far during this peria," . , Since I ImC?w from experience that 
this attitud(; can not be fully attained without backing at home, I would 
like to thank each of ycm f or the cbvLus presence of _t his backing. 

N::>w a word a b·,mt the future. NOA will depart Mayp ::>rt on 8 February 
and ~rrive in tho Mcjiterran~an the latter part of the month. Once there 
we will become members of the U.S. SilCth Fleet, and the schedule will be 
about equally flivided between fl vet operatLms and port visits. Por ts of 
ca ll have not yet been selected, but I am sure they will include s ome jj' 
not all of the better kn01-Tn ports in Sp<',in, France, Italy, Greece and 
Turkey. The ship expects t ::> r eturn t ::> H3ypert the l ast of July. 



There wil l be many in t cr c '5 t i ng ~ nd excHwg things f :Jr your husbands 
and s:Jns t o see during deplo:rment but 11:) o:xporicnce will repl ace the 
thrill of receivi ng a letter fnm h0me . If you c:Jul d ever e:xperience the 
excitement and antic i pati.Jn with which IIMail Call" is gr eeted in a ship 
after a l ong period at sea, y~u woul~ never f or get it. In eeneral, our 
mail service will be very gocd, s:Jmetirles as littl e as t1~O days f or a ir 
mail :;"-:'om the U.S. H:Jwcver , in spi te cf all the efforts put i nto fl eet 
mail deliver y , there wUl be times when the ship will n ot be hee r d f rom 
f or cons .i:iorable periods of time . Pl ease d :m ' t despair but keep the 
l etters c oming. I c:ou bt that y :;u can imagL')8 how muc h they are appr eci­
ated. The corre ct address is: 

Name, Rate , Divisi :Jn 
USS NOA (DIl 81.(1) 
c/o Fleet l"ost O."fice 
lkw Yor k , New Y::nx 09501 

I n case an emer gency arriv, s whil e t he ship is dopl oyed the f o l lowing 
i.nformntion will be h01pful to you in dec i ding what .'lction to take . If in 
Y:lUr opini on the eme r gency is of a natur e serious eiD u,;;h t o require your 
son ' s or husband ' s pr esence, tho first thinG y ou sh ould do is ge t in t ·) uch 
with the Americ ,~n Red Cross . They wi ll f or llar ,:, nt no cost t o Y:lU, a 
verified r equest f or the presence of your sc-rviceman at h'Jme . The initia l 
contact wi.th the Rod Cr Clss is ver y i mpor tant , s i nce the s hi p i s unable to 
t ako action on nn emergency l c nve r equest until Red Cr.'Jss veri.fication i s . 
obtl'.ined. 

If y 'JU desire t ;) c 'Jmmunic"te directly and as r ap idl y a s pos si bl e with 
your husband or son, y ou cnn r oach him by sGndin~ n tel egram t o the f ollow­
ing adc'.r ess : 

llame, Rate , Sorvice Number 
USS NOA (DD 841) 
u.s. Nnvn l Communicati :ms Office 
'Wa shinc t on, D. C. 

An or ganization which can bo of l.r 8n t help t 'J YJU should the need arise 
i s tho Navy Relief SOCiety. In Ma,yport t hey cen be r eached by calling 
CH 9- 9071, extension 408 • 

. ,. 
I n J anuar y it was my pl easure t o advnnce the f ollowine nnmed men t o 

their respective rnt ings: 

BARLING, 11 . }l. 
CLAAR, D. J . 
EXLat, F . G. 

EM3 
11M3 
EM3 

LUT Z, W. F. 
PROVASI, R. F. 

IC2 
MM3 

I extend the best 'Jf luck t o the many c2nd i da te s t ha t will be t aking 
advance,nent in r a ting exams e<>1'ly L"l Fot rmr y and h ope t hat future Family 
Gr2ms will c ·ontain l :mg lists of a :lwmcemonts . 



I would be pleased to hear from you personally at any time and would 
like to know what you are most interested in hearing about in the Family 
!tram. With best wishes during our soparation. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Commander, U.S. Navy 
Commanding Officer 


