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Embassy of Spa.1.1i 
480 1 Wiscorlsin Aven u e NW 
Wash i ngtoll , D.C. ~60tb 

Des'cu'-' S i y 9 

I am a former UaS.Na vy serviceman who served on board t he U :SMS~ 
NOA (DD-84·1 ) fr om h er ,:ommi ss ioning in Novembe r 1945 unt i l 
transferred off in December 1 950 ~ The fo rmer crew (nembers are 
having ti1eir fi~'st reM-union t tlS end ,~f May:: :, 1992. 

Yesterday I went to Washi ngt on~ D. C " and re sear·c~\ed . wh a t ~listoyy 

I ,:ould find about tile NOA while s~,e was a U.S uNava l v e sse ln I 
found out that the s hip was decommi ssioned by the U . S . Nav~ i~l 

Oct,~bey 1973 , sCll d t o Sp ai n and re - named the BL_AS DE LEZO "(0 65). 
In the CL\'()'-ent issue of J..§.Lt§...~. r"i._~:a.tl.ti....D..9.. phips Cl'::J':) 1-""'1 '3 'J:2) uncJ f31'" 

Q.§,..:"s (.r_q \~§:!_:C~~. .- trj,_~_e S {§.[J...§l i n ~ the ~ ('.;0 i ':s a pic t U I" E' 0 fen e ,::1 f f 0 l.l y­

Ex-US GEARING CLASS DE STRO YE:RS and t t1 e SLAS DE LEZO is lis'ted as 
one ;~~;f tht :s c las s. I -G.;:'\kE:..' this to rnf.~,:;; n that thi-:;i vE's~:'l~l i:::,' -:::.i::iJ.l 
in .:..-'\cti\/e <..~;el"vi;:e fell" Y U U1" CCJU rlt{'y~ I per'~3c'naJly find ti'1~-\t \/e'l~~,/ 

o;!'( El'~ :i, f,:/:i ng ~ 

I am very :interested In 'fir'ldi ng any rle w i nfor mation whi c ~l inay be 
availabl e on th e service of this s~l i p o v er th~ past 18 years S:~ 

that I fnight !3~)~re it with ,'the othe r atter1dee s at the re'-uflion. 
Ar-e there any CU'('t'"E·nt photClgl'~a'pl-"l s aV"?;.\ ila!Jle?' I fu, lJ y ,('E'alizE;> tha~ 
time is qui te. ShOl~t, bu t I I,'Jould J:te f2~!; t\'-e fTlely f~l'"at(::.'ful -rOY an,:/ 
in'formation that you ma y be a bl e t o sha r e with USft 

Si n ce l'- el Y1 

708 E~ea.c em L.arv2 
MeYion~ PA 19()GS 



H'",e NA (e~.USSFu".e 00 882) 
GRA~EZ NUNEZ tex .USS O 'Hlre 00 a89) 
Jl4ENGARA (e~ . USS Leary 00 879) 
IA· DELElo (e". USSNOS 00 841) .UI' 

Illcemenl , tons' 242Ss(anoard. 3480 lull load 
01'1> 'oos feet (metrIlS): 390.S '" 40.9 ~ 19 Olmens, . 

ftf9 XI 14 x5.8) 
3chinery: 2 Gentra l Eleclfic 01 Wes,inghouse gellred 

M81~ m . 60 000 shp; 2 shalts 4 Babcock & WilCo.l boi le r.; 
iUl'ad

n
: otS: 3"_ Rllnge. miles: 4600 a t 15 k15 

~~mpiement: 274 ( 11 olf,eefs) 

Missiles: AlS' HO.ner-:-ell A~ROC MIo:. 11 2 « 'uple l auncher 0 
(not in 0 65), Inertk,1 gUidance to 1 .6 · '0~", (1 ·54 nm). 

)'load Mk 461orpe;jo. 
0:"5: 4 US 5 in (127 mrr;)l36 (.2 twin) Mk 38 (~65 has 6 (3 

(\'iin) mountings) €I, 85 ele"BlIon, 1 5 rounds/minute \0 11 km 

(9.3 nm): weight of shell 25 kg. . 
Torpedoes: 6-324 m~ US Mk. 32 (2 ~rlpl a) lubes e :,obably 

Honeywell Mk 46; anti -submarine; aCllye /paSslye homing 'to 1 1 
~m (5.9 nm) al 40 k'ts; warhead 44 I:g . 

countermeasures: ESM' WlR 1, radar In tercept, 
[CM: UlO 5' jammer 
rlrl control. Mk 37 GFCS 
R.dars: Air ~earch. Westingh ouse SPS 37 (t , BIC band, range 
~56l:.m (300 mn) 
loc~heed SPS 40 (D 61 · 62) . ElF ban(j; range 320 km 

(175nm) 
svrlace search: Raytheon SPS 10 e, G b~ nd. 
f~~C(l"lrol: Weslern Electric Mk 25 or 28 0, I/ J band 
SOIl"': Sarogamo sas 23. hull·movnled. aClove SeetrCh and 

Illack; medium frequency 

H.!lcoplers: 1 Hughes 50010.4 can be embarked o . 

p'01If8f11mes: & rilwna Ifansle"ed on loan 3 1 AUguSl 1972 . 
tVmlloRde< 31 Octooor 1973 All Wefe Iinally purchased 17 May 
1916 

SUl.IClUre: B lits dp. Lew has two f{Xward gun moonlS. torpedo 
lube' by a (lel ftlflnQland no ASROC. 

!jOU: Fou< F 100 class fflgales ari: allhe des'gn slagu. follOWing 
I ~ . OOm,se of NATO NFR 90 Th~ plan IS (Q place orders ,n 1993 

No"" 
OESCUB IEATil, 
OIA:NA 
l!jfAfIITA ELENA 
l!jfAfIITA CRISTINA 
CAZAOOR A 
VE NCeoORA 

O'lpl~ument . (o ns: 1233 ~ta'ida/d. 1.1821u1l103d 
Oim"M,ons. tue l fmft .res ): 2~ I.J ~ 34' 1;;> .5 

No 
F31 
F32 

" 33 
F 34 
f 35 
F36 

(888' 10 4 ' Je, 
10., . ... me.eh,nery : 4 M1U .2i1:!im 16V 956 T8 91 thesels , 16 000 

bhp (18000 Im p supercharQen lor 2 homs) 2 shalls. cp 
r.:Oj.ull.,s .. ' 

5"'td. lo.n(o!:. 25 Rllnye. m rles. 4000 at lB liS. 7500 a l 12 klS 
C"",plem,,,,, I~ .s ('Ooll,cers) plus 30 mannes 

"'.'nllu !iSM 8 McDonne ll OOU9las Harpoon (2 q uad) 
'~\I'I(.h.,, ~ O • . 1(l;yn rader hom'ng !O 130 km (70 nm) ~l O_~ 

• M.~h .... J'h~ad ~2 7 kg No,"'~lIy only 2 pa OfS a'B umbarked ';M !W1t n,a Alb~lIos OCluple launcher 6 , 24 Raylheon Sea 
~..:rrtl,tW ~C11" ' ~Cl!"O radar hO"'Hng 10 14.6 km (8 nm) al 25 
., ;~It h~lj"l hl (";nv"l!)pe 15 .5000 m (492-1 6405 fr) warhead 
." l lI 

Qu,,~ 1 oro M 
a~ ' ~unrl ' jjl~r a 3 In (75 mm) 162 compaCI €I. 85' elevallon 
I , ' Sl rn'I\"La lo1/)km(8.7nm).weighlofSh~116kg 
I ;>: ~ U(.lors40 mm/70 e. 85' e le.'al lon- 300 rounds/mlnUle 10 

I I :~/~~:~ (~8 'Im) we ,,;!hl of sne ll 0 96 k~ 
, 2 ) mn\. 120 12· ba'rel l(;d Meroke. 85' elevallon. 3600 

I, """ <.l!'· ",u"Jt( ',(:I'lb,ned 102 km Rej)lac.ng one 40 mm gun 
:~~~1(:~~~ · 1 ;l4 mm US Mk 32 (2 i"ple) lubes@ Honeywell 
, '. , . .\., .. ,,: ·~ utlnl", in ~. eel"'()/pass,vOlI,o""Olg 10 11 km 

,, & ~:';~ar : " ~ :~ w3,hcad-'l4 kg. -
" '\"'n' ~. 1 !lofors 375 mm lwm~ barr e l led Ira mabie 0 

t ........ I.;~(,/·'~ d , ,,~ , range 3600 m 
'AI .lr, I Uu res : Decoys' 2 l ora l Hycor SRBDe G·baffelled 
lll\ ,,:~,~: ~;olt and IR !Jares 

" . .'J. I(CM ,as~er: blade r~ l e Supp' (tS$lon 
<:~b. \ d' HO I1 /on.ea Sp.~ ' Bela' Inie/cepi and jammer 

I I '-"\I ~ \a SYilerns: SEWACO aelion d1l13 aUTomalion. l .nk 
' ''-tonll Il~t'<.l 
'~"5 KO •. S'onllla lWM 22/ 4 1 or WM 25, G M 10 1 

. ) ) ~ .. , ;~.~\lfbc~ SCare" S lgneal OA OSI2 O . El f band. ranG" 
., •••• 10-.:.". :'.""') lu: 2 m'lergel 
, .r V, 05 l l)" nU 

No 
062 
D63 
D6' 
D65 

DESTROYERS 

4 Ex-US GEARING C LA SS 

BIli/del.' 
Consohda\ed S lee) CO, pOrlihon 
Consohd,u ed Sleel COlpor.5hon 
Consohdau',d Sleel Corpor.5hon 
Balh Iron Worl..$ 

• 
t:-~~:r=i Ad 

M ~NDEZ NUNEZ 

GRAVINA 

Operat ional: Llm,ted m,litary role bU! sun useful for surve,lIance 
Two were 10 have been pa,d oft ,n 1991 ~nd to,e rema,nder ,n 
1992 bUlliley m(ly all remi! Of\ In serv 'ce iOf looyer 

FRIGATES 

Wlih lhe f"~1 laid cJown on D"cemb€, 1 993 dnd lhe laSl compleled 
bv 2000. S luallh fu~tu'us Will be an 'mponanl pan 01 Ihe des'gr> 

6 DESCUBIERTA CLASS 

8uilders 
Badn. C~ ""guna 
Bal~ n Ca rtagena 
8al~n , Ca,,~gcna 

Sildn. Cafl~g una 
Bal &n, Ferto l 
Balan, f errol 

OESCUBIER TA Class (w'lhoo! Merol a) 

Destroyers - Frigates I SPAIN 495 

l~/dd(Jv.m 

1944 
1945 
1944 
1945 

.. 

Li!uncht!d 
9Mar 1945 

22 June 1945 
20Ji!n 1945 
30July 1945 

C(Jmmls.IIQnerJ 
I OJuly 1945 
29 NOY 1945 
7 May 1945 
2 Noy 1945 

'(Scale 1 . 1200), Illn Sturtofl 

411990. van Gmdt!rt!rrC(Jllec(J(JfI 

wh'Ch w ill hava ~ vert' r.a llauneh air defence we1lpon system With 
lour channels 01 fila 

Lilid down 
16 Noy 1974 
8July 1975 

26Jan 197 6 
14 Sep 1976 
140et 1977 

1 May 1978 

Q 

LarJflched 
8 .Joly 197 5 

26Ja n 1976 
u Sel) 197/) 
25 Apr 1977 
17 0 0::1 1978 
24J\pr 1979 

Comf>ilsswned 
18Nov 1978 
30 Junu19 79 
12Apr )980 
24 N('v i980 
20July 198i 
'Z.7MiH 19B2 

(Sca le' 900; X I T~lb(J 


