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Embassy of Spain
48301 Wimcomsin aAvenue MW

Kashiington, .0, 200t b
Attfn. NMaval Attache

Dear Sir,

I am a formey U.S.Mavy assrviceman who sevved on board the USG5,
MNOE TDD-241% from her commissiconing in Movember 1995 amtil
transferred of f in December 1330. The {former crew membhers ars
having their fivst re-unian the end of Maraoh 1393 '

berday 1 went fto Washington, Do, and vresearched what history
Iocoulad find about the NGA while she was a U.S.hawval wvessel. I
found thalt Yhe ship was decommissiongd by the U.59.Mave
i 1973, sold to SBpain and re-named the BlL.AT DE
In the current iszue of Janes Finhtinog Ships (199
t s - Frigates/Spain, there 1s & plaoturs
TRIE CLASE DESTROYERS ang thie BLAS DE
Mis ciass. I fTake this to mesn That th : 1
sevvice for your cocuntry. I pereonalliy find that wvery
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wWhid « Brye)
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Ioam very intersgs ino o Tinding any new infoy
avallable on the service of this ship over i
that I might share it wibth the other attercees at the ve-union.
Are There any cwrent photograghs available™ I fully realize bthat
bime d= guite short, bub T wowld be extremely grateful for any
information that you may be able to skare with us.




Hame 1SS Furse DD 882}
ex-
Gﬂﬁ‘-[’)':;r}m;.gz (ex-USS O Hare DD 829}
EN D A (sx. USS Leary 00 £79)
sL:s DELEZO {ex-USS Nog 00 Bal)

. tons' 2425 standard, 3289 lultioad
0:’9[::;::,?rgec (metresh 3905 < 20.9 » 19
e 1247 58) _ _
machinesy: 2 General Eleciric or Wan_mghouse geared
Msin gs: 60 000 shp: 2 shalts 4 Babgock & Wilcox boilers
Mﬁnknots: 3. Renpe, milas: 2800 at 15 ks
gz:,:’p[ement: 274 {17 olhicers)

esilas: ASS Honeywell ASRDC MK 112 o¢iuple leuncher &

M not in D 65}, inertial guidance o 1.6-10 km (7i-54 nm},
payload Mk 46 torpedo.

Goms: 4 US 5 v (127 mm /38 [2 twin) Mk 38 (D BS has 6 (3
?wir;) mountings) ©, 85" elevation, 15 rounds/minure 10 17 km
{9.3nm); weight of shell 25 kg. )

Terpodoes: 5—224 mm US Mk 32 (2 1ripla) wwbes € Probably
Honaywell Mk 46; anti-submanne, aclive/passive homing o 11
km (5.8 nm] &t 40 kis; warhead 44 kg.

Countarneasures: ESM WLR 1, radar intercept.

LCM:; ULQ &' jammer

Fira control. Mk 37 GFCS

Radars: Air search. Westinghouse SPS 37 @ 8/C band, ranga
556 km (300 A}

Lockheed SPS 40 (D 61 -62), Eff band: range 320 km
1175 0m)

swrface snarch: Raytheon SPS10 9, G band.

Fwe control; Western Elecuric Mk250r28 Q. 1/J band

sonars: Sangamo SQS 23. hull-mounted. actve sgarch and
atiack: medium frequency

Hallgapters: | Hughes 500k can be embarked €.

Progrommes: Gravma 1wansierred on loan 31 Augusi 1972
remeindet 31 Ocohar 1973 All weie hinally purchased 17 May
[3:12:8

Biruciure: Bl de Leza has lwo [orward gun mounls, leipedo
lubes by alter funingl and no ASRGC,

Motn: Four F 100 class Irigates are at lhe design slage. lollowing
thy domise ul NATO NFR 80 The plan 15 wo place orders in 1993

Namg No

DESCUBIERTA 31
DIANA 32
INFANT A ELENA Faa
WWFANTA CRISTINvA, €34
CAZADORA F35
VYENCEDORA F36

Dj’D'ncament, tons: 1237 standard, 1482 full joad

Oimbnsions, teer {matres): 281.53 <34« 125
088 104 <385

Mewnmmechinery: 4 TU ~2az5n 16V 956 TB 21 diiesels. 168 000
iy NRCOD Ginp supercharged lor 2 hoswes) 2 sballs. cp
Eoflless '

‘E:mm_ knuls 25 Range. miles. 4000 at 18 ks, 7500 au 12 kis
Omplomient 118 (10 oificers) plus 30 mannes

Minlles STM & McDonnell Douglas Harpoon {2 guad}

:“I"‘]'"“-‘t-“ o, ﬂc.tivn rader homing w0 130 km (70 am} al 0.9
‘-M.;L; T'amuad 327 kg Normelly onty 2 pairs are embarked
SMW\:'"“B Albatos ocluple launcher @, 24 Hayiheon Sea
Wark h'ﬂ;‘m\-ncuvu radar hoaung o 14.6 km /8 am} a1 25
Koy N onvelope 15.5000 m (49 2-T6 405 f1) warhead

Care, 1 g7

Mefara N
B ioung, 88310 (76 rm) /B2 compacl @ 85" elevaton

Vi 2 g m:‘“u’ W 18 km (8.7 nmj}, weight of shell 6 kg
12y fg'; Q0 mm/70 . 85 elevauon, 300 rounds/minwme 1o
" st 20 ] weinht of snefl 0 96 kg
'ﬁunq“"“":f"n‘ V2012 barrelled Meroke, 85° elevation, 3600
P \‘-l(‘ J'-,'memed to 2 km Replacing one 40 mm gun
i ag, \,:‘ o sedmmUus ME 32 (2 Irpie) tobes @ Honeywell
o v L nulimaring, ective/passive horimng to 11 km
fobis warhead 44 kg
. i1 Bolors 375 mm twin-barrelled tramnabie @
HIEH ")?-dm“ tange 3600 m

o)
L5 moriye,
e,

ey
W gy eFsures: Decoys: 2 Losal Hycor SREGC 6-barrelled
s o A0 Chialt 304 1R Nares
Prarme
"-‘AIEC‘KJ(EMaLKE" blade rale supprassion
Mbge gy fencomiea Spa Bora” inercept 2nd jammer
N Ly '3 Systems. SEWACO action daia automation, Link
9 Litigg

ha :
"'ﬂ:r:n‘l\r.?l. HONASIWM 22747 or Wh 25, GM 10}

Vit g TaCe seaIch Sugneas OA 05/2 @. E/F band, range
e 5 ) Tt g
i S e o h.:;-,nd

Mo

082
D63
064
065

DESTROYERS
4 Ex-US GEARING CLASS

Bunfdess
Consohdaled Sieel Cerporauon
Consolidaled Sieel Corparauan
Consatidaied Swel Corparauon
Baib lron Warks

Destroyers — Frigates / SPAIN 435

L awd down Launched Coarmmssigned
1944 9 Mar 1945 10 July 1945
1845 22 June 1945 29 Nov 1945
1944 20.Jan 1945 7 May 1945
1945 30 July 1945 2 Nov 1945

MENDEZ NUNEZ

GRAVINA

Cparational: Limied melilary role but silt uselul lor surveillance
Two were 1o have been paid off 10 1951 and the rtemainder 1n

1992 but i hey may all remarn rn service for longer

wilh the fist laid down i Decermber 1891 and 1he last compleled
by 2000, Steahh leatuces wall be 3n smportan pars of the design

FRIGATES

6 DESCUBIERTA CLASS

Builders

Eaxdn. Caragena
Baz¢n Lanagena
Bazan, Caragena
Bardn, Cartagans
Bazén. Fereol
8azan, Ferral

A e L :
441890, van Ginderen Coltecion

whigh will have a4 veninel launch arc defence weapon system with
four channels of {ire

Lard down Lounched Lommussioned
16 Nov 1974 8July 1975 18 Now 1378
8July 1975 26Jan 1976 300une 1279
26 Jan 1976 12 Sep 1975 12Am 18BO
14 Sep 1976 254p: 1977 24 Nov 19RC
14 Dec 1977 170t 1978 20 July 1981
1 May 1978 24 Ape 1979 37 Mar 1882

DESCUBIERTA Class [withoul Mercka)

INFANTAE® ENA

(Scale I 900} XV Taba

21 ARG el o Tae



