
U . ~.S. NOA DD- 343 

LENGTH: 314,'5 ", ilEAN : 30'8", DISPLACEjljEHT: 1 190 tons , DrtA.b' T : 9 ' 3" , 
~;GMPLE1\jEi~ T : 126 men , ARNANENT : (4) 4 " /50 (2 ) 3 " /23 AA (4) triple 

, ' torpedo tubes , SPEED : 36 knots, EHGINES : Parsons geared turbine , 
JHAFT HORSEPOWER : 26 , 000~ BOIL]<;rtS: (4) Normand water tube, FUEL: 383 tons . 

NOA was built by the Norfolk Navy Yard , Norfolk , Va ., authorized 
6 Oct. 1917 , she was laid down 18 No v . 19 18 , l a unched 28 June 19 19 , 
sponsored by l'lrs . Albert Mo rehea d and commissioned 1 5 Feb . 192 1 . 

Following shakedown out of Norfolk NOA oper a ted out of Charle s ton , 
S.C . Through out I'lay 19 22 she participa ted i n Atlant ic ' coast training 
maneuvers. In lat e May s he s ailed fo r duty on the Asiat ic station , 
steam ing via the Mediterranean a nd Aden and Ceylon. She reached Singapore 
14 Augus t a nd 30 Sep t ember s he arrived at her new home yard a t Cavite, 
P .I. Through t he summer of 1929 NOA remained a ctive on the Asiatic 
s t at ion . She patrolled Chinese a nd Philipp ine wa ter s and attempted to 
pro tect American intere s ts during the rag i ng Chinese civil war . She 
a lso participated in the periodic fleet exerci s es which were designed 
to keep\ crew and equipment a t peak efficiency. 

Upon return to the Uni ted States 14 August 1929 NOA went into lllJare 
Isla nd Ya rd for overhaul before ass i gnment to West Goa st operat i ons . 
Through the nextt five ye a rs s he operated out of San Dieg o as a un it of 
the Battl e Fle e t . During the fall and winte r of 1929 NOA was called 
upon to assist in plane g uard dutie s with carrier s LAllf1EY CV- 1 .and 
SA RATOGA CV- 3 off the Ca lifornia coast. She a lso took part in fleet 
exercises from 1930 to 1934. j~OA se rved as crui se ship fo r N1WTC students 
from the University of Ca lifornia Berkley 17 June-8July 1934, steamed. 
for Philadel phia 14 August , decommissioned there 1 1 November and was 
pl ac ed in reserve . 

NOA recommis s ione d a t Philadelphia 1 April 1940 a nd was fitte d wi th 
a s eapl ane which nested just forward of the after d eckhouse , replacing 
the after torpedo tu bes . At the. sam e time a boom for lif ting t he a ir
craf t was stepped in place of the mainmast , She steamed for the Delawa re 
Ca p es in May a nd c ond ucted tes t s with a n XSOC-1 seapl a n e piloted by 
Lt . G. L . Heap . The plane wa s hoisted onto the ocean for takeoff and 
then recovered by NOA while the ship wa s underway . Lt . Heap also made 
an emergency f light 15 Nay to transfer a s ick man to the Naval Hospital 
at Philad elphia . 



Because of mechanical deficiencies in the hOisting gear the program 
was cancelled early in 1943. The concept thus fai l ed to mature as a 
combat tecl;m i que . 

NOA spent much of the next two years on experim ental assignments 
and on midhsipman training operations out of Anna poilii s . She underwent 
avail abil i ty at Boston Navy Yard the fir s t week of December 1941 and 
then pa ticipated in Chesapeake Bay exercises through 27 December. Next 
she steamed for Key Viest , }'la . , and participated in shakedown of majo r 
fleet units in the Gulf of Mexico . After acting as plane and screen 
guard for carrier HORNET CV- 4 she steamed for Ham pton Ro a ds. Enroute 
a large wave carried away part of her brige and she put in at Charleston , 
S . C. for emergency repairs . 

She then steamed for Boston via Bermuda . Upon compl etion of repairs 
at Boston Navy Yard she wa s directed to conduct Atlantic coast ASW pat ro l e 
commenc ing 25 l'ftarch 1943 . (C She a lso partic;Uflated in the traini!1Tl p:togram 
for the Navy I Il ,- Soun!i School _ at KeYill!rvest - .. Until 28 Jul y she operated out 
of Key \'lest , -assigned tra ining , patrol rescue and convoy escort duties . 

e~F Jt:¥/[.Jep I/£~~ :. 
NOA reported to the Sixth Amphibious ~orces 31 J uly . During August 

a nd -Septbember she was converted a t Norfolk Navy Yard to a high speed 
transport and wa s reclassified APD- 24 on 10 August 1943 . Work was 
completed 17 deptember and after shakedown i n the Chesapeake she de 
parted Norfolk 18 October and escorted SUHTER APA- 52 to San Diego via 
the Panama Canal , a r riving 2 November . 

NOA steamed for .Pearl Harbor 4 November, arriving 10 November for 
a week of yard avail abil ity . Unde r way 19 November she escorted SS 
J . H. KINCAID to Esp i ritu Santo , New Hebrides via Samoa , arriving 4 
December . She departed 5 December and steamed to Buna , New Guinea 
where she assumed duty a s landing craft control ship on 11 December . 
In thi s capaci t y she steamed between Buna and Cape Cretin , New Guinea . 
She wa s detached from this duty and anchored off Cape Sudest 21 December . 



She steamed for Cape Gloucester, New Britain 25 December and 
a r-rived just before dawn the next day. l>fter a preliminary bombardment 

· oy naval and army air units, NOA landed 144 officers and men of the 
First Mar i ne Division . She re turned to Cape Sudest via Buna 27 December 
to take on 203 more Marines. Her operati ons in the Cape Glouce s ter 
landings extended through 1 March 1944 . NOA ' s participation in the 
Bismarck Archipelago operation also took her through the Green Isla nd 
l a nding 15- 19 February . 

In the Purvis Bay area of the Solomon Islands s he performed patrol 
a nd escort operations 2 1 FebruarY- 7 March. She n ext steamed to Tassafaronga 
Point , Guadalcanal and took on Fourth Marine Division troops for the 
Emerau Isla nd assault of 23 [VIarch. By 8 April she was back at Cape 
Cretin where she took on troops for the Hollandia amphibious operations 
that extended from late April through 1 May . 

NOA steamed for Pearl Harbor 1 1 Hay, arrived 23 Nay and embarked 
units of the Second Harine Division for transport to Saipan. She patrolled 
assigned areas off Saipan on 15 June and that day splashed one raiding 
J a panese aircraft . The next day she l anded her troops and continued 
pa trol operations until 24 June , when she ste a med to Eniwetok Atoll. 
NOA departed Eniwetok 30 June and escorted CLANP ARS- 33 to Saipan , 
a rriving 4 July . She conductad patrol and screening opera tions off 
Tinian and Sa ipan through the next week . During the Guam operat i ons of 
12 July-15 August , NOA served a s a screening ship . By 16 Augus t she 
had returned to Guadalc anal and the n ext day she commen ced patrol oper
a t ions out of Purvis Bay . 

Departing Purvis Bay 6 September she steamed for the P a lau Islands 
to conduct underwater demolition activities . While enroute she was 
ramme d by FULjAiJAN DD- 47 4 a t 0350 , 12 Septem ber . .:ihe immediately began 
to se t t l e . The order to a ba ndon ship was Liv en a t 050 1 , but by 0 700 
NOA ' s ski Pl'er , Ltcdr . H. Wallace Boud , UdriR had re t urned to her with a 
salvage party . Salvage efforts failed, t he second order to a bandon ship 
was gi ven a t 1030 a nd the old ship sank by the stern a t 1034 with no 
l oss of life . 

U. S . S. NOA was awa rded: 
Yangtze Service Nedal for China service in 19 2 7 
5 Battle Stars for Wo rld Wa r II 


