
January "19, 1998 

I 

Mr. W. B. Rascoe 
129 Will ow Orive 
Lake Hel en, Fl. 32744 - 312 1 

Oear Mr " Rascoe: 

I not i ced the art i cle in the January i ssue of "The Retired 
Magaz i ne". for a reuni on of the USS NOA (00 -841 & 00- 313) . 
back a memory of the USS NOA. 

Off i cer 
This brought 

The enc l osed excerpt was taken from "The Story of the USS PC - 1128 '" 
This story of the USS PC -1 128 was r esea r ch and compiled from "many 
sources by one of the crew members who se rved on t he 1128 and covered 
th e per i od from it s construct i on in Bay Ci ty , Mi chigan to comp l ete 
destruction in the Okinawa Typhoon in Buckner Bay. 

At th e t ime the inc i de nt took pl ace, I was a MoMM2/C on the USS PC-1128 
and ca n remember the inc ident very we ll. I was just l eavi ng the engine 
room room on the port s i de whe n I hea r d the noise and saw the bow of the 
NOA coming in to the engin e room. I do not know what happened to the NOA 
as th ere was so much activ ity aboard the 1128 . Some sa i d that th e NOA 
ran aground and others sa id that i t made it out of the harbor. Sin ce 
my Genera l Quarters Stat i on was on th e depth charge rack, I was told 
to make sure that there were no f i r i ng pin s in the depth charges and 
to be prepa r ed to ro ll them off if necessary, I can onl y remember 
sta nding in water when I was told t o roll off the depth charges 

When the winds slowed down, we were taken into a dry dock and within five 
weeks we were headed back to t he So l omo ns . 

I don,t know wha t your agenda is but I thought there might be some 
member s of that crew on the NOA pre sent who wou l d be interested in 
what hap pened to the USS PC-1128 aswe ll as to themselves on that 
day of January 18, 1944. 

Sincerely Yours , 
~ ) V j) 
(/~~j-
~tbert S :'~6 ukup 

3 Wi ann o Road 
Yarmouth Port, Ma . 02675 - 2178 

PSI 



EXCERPT FROM THE STORY OF THE PC 1 128 

After se veral months of du t y in and around the so l omon Is l ands, 
escort in g Land in g Craft from one Island to another a nd cruis i ng 
a ping lin e off the Northeastern end of the Isl a nd of Bouga nville, 
we went t o Dumbia 8ay, Noumea , New Caladonia to overhau l the 
engines and make other minor repairs. On January 18, 19 44 a 
hurricane ri pped across the ha rbor with winds in excess of 75 
knots and gus ting in excess of ' 100 knots. Ma ny of the s hips we re 
being torn from th e ir moorings, causing chaos in the harbor. 

Th e PC 1128 was tied up in a ne st of eight sh ip s. With on l y one 
main eng ine in operating condition, chances of escap in g without 
a ny mi s hap s were very sl im . The s hips on our starboa r d s id e 
were a ll torn free and s wiftly and r e lentl ess l y th~ wind drove 
th e 1128 toward th e bow of the USS NOA , a four stack destroyer. 
The Noa ' s sha rp bow knifed a l arge gas h from bi l ge kee l t o main 
deck in the s tarb oa r d s id e of th e eng ine r oom . Pl ates we r e 
c rinkl ed like cellophane from focs le to r"nta il steer ing c"tb l es 
were out and a ll power was gone. With the wate r rushing i nto the 
e ng in e room and the 1128 sett lin g deeper in the water, it 
appeared as if the 1128 was about to sink and the word was 
passed tp "Abandon Ship". 

The USS ZEA L, a De s tro ye r Escort, managed to maneuver to our 
windward s ide and get a line attached. It appeared that with 
some damage co ntrol there was a good possibility of sav ing the 
sh i p . Wh ile some were sti ll cl imbin g aboard the USS ZEAL, the 
sh i p ' s l ast minute buoyancy seemed to offer a n opportunity to 
return with Da ma ge Control Parties. While some we r e jettisoning 
what e ve r they cou ld to l esson the l oa d, others were with 
r eso urceful and tiring effort work in g to drive the sea back 
and restore int egr it y with a co lli sion mat. 


