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(From riemory «né substantieated scuttlsbutt) \

The Iloc is nuaed efter a midsihiipmen who was killed wiaile leedinza
lencing »nerty azeinst sorle head~hunters in tde PLlllUDlnES. The ioa
(L DD3L3) lu £enous aion;st the old~timers in the {kvy &s being the
savior of a wiite colony fer up the Yungbze idiver, Jome Chinese /]
bunCits w““e on the loose and Ceptuin Siiss of the lloa (3on of .the
aéiira l), on .1is own reSpoh51b111ty, openeG fire on theu.unG hsld
thein off until he 3ot &1l of the white settleisnt on bowrd, then mds
his~way down the river. e e
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THe C ptain feared this would cause an Intex nuLlOHul 1n01aunt
anG that he vauld et & zeneral court reartiel out of it. It U¢G"GL_
on Als mind SO‘hG.flnulld committed suicide. Leater he was wwuardea
tae :evy Cross posthumously. This wus in the 1920's I bslieve.

- The lNoa ¢lso” went asround in the Yeanize .iver ené was pull:d
off by the sure. Comiender Geners.ux who pulle& uc off in Souw.ca.

idso while on the wnsiatic Station soime Ydoughhead® siizne’ turned
the wronz' velve in a i&?ldlv dhlrlln; genera ator turovine wno the
thole business exploced, ! 1111n3 &na vouncing several innocent by~
standers, .Freswiebly tnis was before they hud safety vwlves on ;en-
erator turbines &nd mty hove been one of the reusons for lﬂbtclllﬂb
such.

The iloa is &lso one of three -~pig iron’ boats, meeaning the Iloa
enGg tuvo other twelve-hundrsd tonners, unlike &ll the rest, hevs
unzelvenized deelr pletes. There tre two stories on this; which is
corract;'ﬂot kiown to the wiriter. One is thet the deck hel to be -
renewed in China cné they (idn't have wny gelveinized plete thers,’
The othe;, thet the illow, beinz one of the lust of tue "Jorld "ar I’
ships to be built (Comuiissioned 1921), Jsbraps” weres used in hsr-con-
struetion. ~he vas bult in tas NbifOlk flevy Yarc ana thefe &are ED
there 5till who built her, _ i

‘The Mow was Cccommissioned cbout 1934 in thé Fhiladelphia evy
Yerd, she lew in Yred lead rovwr for weers and findlly wes recoLriiss-—
ioneé on 1 ~pril 1940 (=onril Tool'g Ley). Licutenment (j3) “vutch?
schiraner was the oIficey WO was lu*gcly responsible for putting her
tozether wiwin. & figurdd hs was ;0ing to be Lnzineerin:; Officer
ané concenticiesd on the Cepertiment, but when sine was recomrissioned,
L6 WeS Iwdé First Lisutsn.nt and Gon incr- Officsr, The so cilled
hlenk ovners® who are still on Lo.rd are ..cbinisls, v.oL., Gill(then
b“l?); sicherés, J..., ‘ile (then TRe¢) w«nd Josenui ., ~Cle (then
S1C ) o '




The l'oc hed sowms iucetoriiinete duty ot the wouti: of (e Leluwars
Qver at Tirst -- probubly lurzely - sort of sawkecoun,

she wag on “Lieubtrelity futrol® for o while and inwd her ilntro-
Cuction to ey fest, Florida.

«~n alrpline was put aboard for exper lyntal nurposes «adé the lioa
- p

“es fitbed with o syruissr fyjde aciniaet r = kin- nmﬁ" end & Neevy
boom with outrlg;srs enc winches for henCling the vlunc. Our first
nline sunk &nl the c¢:»tainm reported aboerd in & seciden's uniform.

.. ethoé vics cevelonsd “neroby we -coull lo er the plene into the wetex
¢ lewpnch it et fifteen knot & picked the plcne up usally at &
so::ewhat slovier sPeeC. TOLL- constunt preciice e ocoaﬁﬁ very «éept
&t this, but in wny kind of rouzh witer it was not preciicebls. For
one *:1_;, our siaip was too siell to ucke eny kind of slick for the
nlens o lend in, w.s & redult of these cxpe 11-unbs, lerely: concuctqc
insicée the Chesapeike 3ev, severel U”Cﬂtv—Oﬂu aundcred ton destroyers/
jere fitted viitih cutanults wnd plhncs in pluce of the .4 turfctt

The ship Cesiners cuie abosrd the lloe for «(vice. & wers kxnoun ths:
&s "The Flying Tin Cen”, the.only pline carryin (estroyer in the
corle (nd reccived COIICS"Oﬂdeanf%s_un:”uircrait.ocrrier“.
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We were then assigned to New York and operated out of Tom-
pkinville, Staten Island, on Submarine hunts and rescue missions.
Our first job was to search for survivors of the S.S5. Carolyn,
which had gone down in flames three days out on her first cruise.
The Carolyn was the sister ship to the Evelyn on which our same
Lieutenant Schwaner is now stationed., %

Our scene of operations shifted to Norfolk and we worked with
the U.S.S. Herbert, now APD-22, in submarine hunting between the
Delawure River and Cape Hatteras. At this time submarine activi=-
ty in this area was at its peak. "Floaters", dead bodies floating
around in the vater, were a comnon sight and seldom were we out
of sight of a burning tanker. One area off Cape Hatteras was a
regular grave yard of sunken ships., Ve called this "torpedo
junction long before the nome was gZiven to any other arca and 1
doubt that there 1is anywhere else such a concentration of torp-
edoed ‘ships. It 'was in this vicinity, more specifically near
Wimble Shoals Buoy, that the Noa and Herbert made thelr first kill,
Between us we dropped one hundred depth charges on our contact j
and watched air bubbles rising to the surface on the sport for two*
days thereafter. The Navy Department later sent out salvage tug
to investigate but due to hecavy weather they were unable to send
down a diver. It was during this period we made our first contact
with the Manley APD-1l. She picked up over a hundred survivors
from a torpedoed ship in the vicinity. One tanker burned violently
for at least eight days before sinking. The Herbert and the Noa
were the first ships to escort coastal convoys on the East Coast,
At first we had to make up our own convoys., Ye wore then sent to
Key West, Florida and attached to the Fleet Sound School there,

By this time German submarine activity had spread to this area"and
we spent the better part of the next few months operating off the
North Coast of Cuba on submarine hunts. liorth of Miami there is
another ship grave yard. One night we sighted a submarine on the
surface and the activity on the loa immediately subsequent to this
sighting is a story in itself. Suffice it to say here that the
submarine crash dived and got away with only slight damage.
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Vie were extremely "trigger haopy" immediately thereafter and
so far as to attempt to open fire on a patrol vesssl which came
betwesen us and our convoy. Fortunately the first 4" shell used
was a dud and by the time we replaced it we recognized the craft
as friendly. Inroute to rendezvous with one convoy MeGuire, T.W.,
#CR2c¢ accidently fired one of our torpedoes while testing the cir-

euit! Fortunately nothing was in the way. Another time an Arnmy

Bomber rnistook us for a Gernan submarine and dropped depth bombs
close aboard our fantail, covering the after part of the ship
with water. One Germen submarine surfaced in broad daylight with-
in fifty miles of Key West and fired over sixty-five large caliber
shells into a Honduran fruit ship leaving it abandoned and in
flanes. The reason.they could do this was .that we had negligible
plaone coverage of the sea frontiers at that time. The Noa in com-
pany with the PC-451 and two PBY's obtained her second kill at
this time. This was in the vicinity of Rebecca Shoals, west of
Koy West. The PC-451 obtained one of the first direct hits with
then new antl-subuarine contact bombs,

On one og¢cassion the Noa was rdsponsible for the salvage .o
a very large and valuable o0il tanker. She had been torpedoed
adapdoned and left burning, .She had been reported unsaIVagoag
by investigating planes and ships but the Noa happened by the
following day and seeint .that the fire seened confined to one
seotion, padioed in that she could be salvaged and she was, We
had mueh fur thereafter figuring out how many millions of dollars
would heve been our "out" under similiasry circumstances in penge-
time - for we would have been entitled to half the value of the
ship and cargo,

We ecarrjed twenty-one nillion pesos (value over twenty-one
nillion dollars). from Miami. to. llavana. This consisted of pver
two hundred registered mail bags full of money which we stored in
our forward fireroom. A4As one sailon put it, %I nover realized
handling money could be such hard work.¥ Our one night in Hawvana
was probably the high sport of our entire stay in that sar=- -
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- Ihe Noa was stationed at the NNaval Acadeny, Annapoils, Mary-
land for practically all of the year 1941, Our primary mission
while there was to take the midshipmen out on three or four hour
crulses and give them practical instruction, We alway= launched
and picked up the plane as a denonstration., We also took out the
officers attending the Office of Haval Intelligence School at
Washington, D.C. Many of those officers were exnewspapernen, etc.,
who never had been on & man-of-war before they came on the lod.
One of the difficulties at being stationed at Annapolis was thanh
hundreds of visitors to the Naval acadeny would look us over every
week and we had to keep a very pretty ship -« by order of the .
Adniiral, the Superintendent of the llaval Acadeny. However, there
was running fresh water on the dock, telephone service, and elec~
tric connections. Ve seldom got underway before 0900 nor came in
later than 1700. About once every two weeks we would go up t»>
Baltimore to fuel. . : '

.In the Spring of 1941 the Noa had an overhaul at “le Balii-
mnore Dry Dock Company a private shipyard. This accounts i1oc maay -
of the non-standard alterations that may be found about the s1ip.
Mr. Brandt came aboard while she was at the Baltimore Dry Dock
Conpany. Your present Skipper came aboard in July of 1941, when
whe was at Annapolis. -

The Skipper at that tiuwe was Lieutenant Commander Rae E.
Arison, and exsubmariner and, incidentally a math instructor of
mine at the Naval acadeny. He was navigator of the San Trancisco
when she tangled with the Jap battleships off Guadalcanal and in
the same explosion that killed Admiral Callaganhan and Captain
Cassin Young he was blown from the bridge and wrapped around #l
five~inch gun. Lieutenant Commender Bruce McCandless took overe-
actually our "Captain", Arison was the senior "surviving member-e
but of course, he was in no shape to do anything for a long time
thereafter. - v

During our stay at Annapolis we were sent to the Norfolk Navy
Yard to have the first underwater streamline sound dowme in the
.U.S8. Havy put on. {(Cost $60000). In order to have our bow in the
‘correct” position they had to back us into the dry dock. After this
we made a trip to New London, Conn. for sound experiments in com-
pany with cther experimental sound ships. As a result of those
experiments it was determined that the Noa's gear was the best.
Cn our retur to Annapolis we made the passage on the inland water-
way from the nouth of the Delaware to the head of the Chesapeske
Bay. On this route we had the unusual experience of traveling at
ten knoty with land close aboard on each side of us higher than
our mast.



Subsequent to this we escorted the Carrier Hornet on her
builder's triass. An unisual occurrence on these trial hapnened
when the Noa was making ilaa% speed trying to catech up with the
Hornet. Just as we came abeam of the Hornet she backed down full
and was making well over twenty-five knots in the opnosite dire-
ction in an exceedingly short period of time. The loa had over
shot by about five miles before we could get turned around to re-
sune the chase.

The lica was in Annapélis long enough for all hands to get well
"situated" and there was much moaning and gnashing of teeth when
we pulled away from the Santee Dock to go to Boston for an over=-
haul. Lieutenant Commander Bosget N. Wev had taken over, having
.prngously been Ofricer in Charge of the Officers' Club at Annap-
olis.

b e e "

Boston Navy Yard our after searchlight was taken off and some
Tifty caliber machine guns added.

We went to Boston through the Cape Med Cpnal and whi1ﬂ at the

Upon leaving Boston our anti-aircraft armament consisted of
about four 50 caliber machine guns and we had no K-guns. Ve were
in Boston Navy Yard at the time war was declared. On Decenber 9,
1941 there was an air alert throughout the East Coast. The Noa's
plane, a scout observation bi-plane with one fixed and one “free"
30 caliber machine gun, was the only armed plane in the air to
protect Boston. Shortly thereafter we left Boston for Norfolk,
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ﬁrcw 11ttl oil.

Outside Boston we picked up our plane in t ériving snow storm. Tho
nizht of December 12, 1941 off Block Islund the Iloz, with a total
Genth churge arimament of two short rucks, made the first anti-sub-
narine attack on the Zast Coust subsequent to the decluration of war.
Captein “fev claimed to heve scen a torpcdo wiake, <+ merchant ship in! .
the v1cln1ty reported being chased by & submarins. Ve believe wvie L

.- - - -

Cn our arflval in Horfo & we were grected by cbevy of officials
ingquiting sbout this first anti-submerine attack. _Ke then took ths
Hornet out on her post-repeir tricls. The second dey out we obtained
& solnd eontect-on whet we later believe wes w sund bank. By thisg
tlwu we wWere c¢ircling to reke our second run, the Ilornet wus Gigepp-

ering over the norizon, ..bout ten ofclock thet night we cume. ugrosc
hcr egein sefely anchorsd sbout hulf Wey dp the ChuSQpbake, off TBdf-
tI‘d.m Lizht .

}= The Cay- beforc Christmas of '41 the Noa took tboerd & large
group of twsnty- boots ‘nidongst whom ere Beily; ..C.; ollc, Gooculn,
T.u., “ile, Ailburﬂ, T._., BlZc enc Cleveland, C.J., Gi2c.

The Gay after Christmes we went out us ‘part of the screen on ths
shede -Gown cruises of the Iiornet, the “wushinzton, end the Ilorth
Carolina. It is interssting to note thet at this time the Coir. nGing
officer of the Iornet wis the seme Ceptain l.ischier who is at pressnt
Comux nder Task Force 58,  the Tesk Force vhieh recently turned buck
tho I&p Tleet. ) ' '

ihc Tou w1th her nlunc henélinz gear was specificelly wssizned ‘to.
screen ana et &s plhne suerd for the liornet. There were no otnur
screening vessels. Throu heut Jinuwry we steamed in the Julf of.
lsiico. accasionally h’“ln fast trips in to Key ‘.cst, Florida for
Tfusl, Once we went ihto Tensucola. ,wné twice e Iuglcu from the Hornet
On one occassion we were overtuken by the Morth Caroline in the middle
of the night wné had thc uncomfortuble expericnce of steaming «long
in the glewm of her powerful searchlishts with her zuns trainec on us.

“’e. were ¢l privileged- to 'witness "the Tirst ‘long runge ZUNNGTY

QAGIClSGS held betueen the Morth Cerolina and ung_”agh;ﬁgtoﬁ.




<%, the 'conclusion of the shuke down the Task Force hsaded ilorth
around. the end of Tloxidd &t hish speeds. . Duc to heevy wewther ths
Mowu's bri¢ge was bashed in wnd &t one time there was four fect of
solié¢ weter in the I'ilot Housc, throwing the .helumsien on top of
Ceptein ev. The Noa hed to pull out ®f The formetion wnd ineée’ ‘her,
viay &t slower gnced to Cherlsstoh for emerzeney rcnalrs.,,

“hile et Chexlgston the U.3.3,. l.eKcen .TID-5 cune ulon sice us. _
Upon leevin® Cherleston we sscorted & transport to Darmuaa, the U. 3.3 ,
Dehlgren assisted us., _OfD of Bermuda we wvere acthchca &na pr006uaad
&1I60tl" to Boston. inroute in passin; from the Julf strecm to the
L&brguor Currcnt, the sec waetcr toumpsriturs afoopcu fortf asgrues
in ebout two hinutes. - ;

hile at Doston Havy thu our planeg: was rcmovag n=zuns, besges
for 22mm suns, new generutors, pericnent destussing fibre sluss,
anc 1nclose brlLdu VieTrs 1nstallcd. ;

SR left Joston-as uscort to & 11"ht ship Gnroute o Casco Bey,
-kinc. The first nisht, cuc to huving to close the 1i:ht ship for
mezephone cormunicetion vnd the heuvy weuther, we colliaed «né botin
rcnurncu to Loston, -t this tims the 10& ootLlncc & new bow.

.. e tlso were gockca in the lurbsst gryaoch ‘in tnc V.s. to
obtuin neyw sexperincnt tllting head souné gear, This dock nad taken
the Suecen Llizucbeth &nd.could huve eusily teksn ten of the loa. s
Gre & msre-spcck‘ﬁown“atgdne &na Of'thE”uvck.




On a trip we made to the Todd Johnson Ship Yards in New Orleans
we made a half hearted submarine attack on a mediocre sound contact
and two months later discovered that we had seriously damaged a
U-boat as evidenced by his surfacing two succwssive night thereafter
and broadcasting to Berlin a list of his damages and the fact that
he was forced to return to his base. Ve had been the only ones to
drop depth charges in that atea that afternoon. That's how the
Office of Naval Intelligence figured it was us. While lying to off
the riouth of the lMississippi to pick up a pilot, we noticed two
large explosions on the jetty at the mouth of the river. Upon our
arrival at New Orleans that afternoon the Army Engineers accused us
of having fired torpedoes at their jetties. Ve realized that, un-
beknown to us, we must have been a sitting target for an adventur-
ous enemy submarine., Our three nights in llew Orleans were a plea-
ant change. Enroute down the river at night a heavy squall set. in
and we were forced to anchor in the niddle of the river when we
could_see neither bank. "

The Overton, Roper, and Dickerson, all now APD's, frequently:-
carme into Key VWest at this time. On one of our trips a transport
loaded with troops broke down a few miles from where a submarine had
been sighted. On another, tankers were sunk just ahead and just
behind the eleven that the lioa alone was escorting. At this time
Key West had a large convoy anchcrage accommodating hundreds of
merchant ships. The Sturtevant, a twelve-hundred ton destroyer
operating out of Key West, was sunk by an "underwater explosion"
while making a submarine attack. The Executive Officer had the pre-
sence of mind to set all depth charges on "safe" and when he stepped

into the whaleboat along31de he was already knee deep in water on
the main deck.

fe began to get patrol plane coverage thercafter and subnarine
activity decreased considerably, nevertheless the Noa would fre-
quently get called out on hurry calls during the middle of the night
to chase down a submarine off Bahia Honda, Cuba, the Yuccatan
Peninsula, MGXlOO, Cabo San Antonia off the Western end of Cuba,
Cay Sal Bank in the Western Bahamas, Nicholas Channcl off Northeast
Coast of Cuba, and the Florida Straits. Ve were within sight of
the lume of Havana many times. _



The submarine R-12 sank nysteriously off Key VWest at this time,
the Noa assisting in her location. The Noa was frequently the
target for the Sound School Submarines in their weekly torpedo
practices and obtained much ®aluable experience in detecting sub-
marines at periscope depth and in avoiding torpedoes. On one
occasion we fired a torpedo in a practice with the U.S.S. Dahlgren
and the torpedo swerved and chased a PC boat for several niles,
finally passing it close aboard.

"Captain Allen and “Captain" McGrath were skippers at this
time and the following officers reported aboard during our stay at
Koy West: Ensigns Polansky, Robirson, Young, and Willians.

In July '43 we left Key West for the last time and went to the
Narfolk liavy Yard to be converted to an aPD. While there practic-
ally everyone on oboard obtained sone leave, the first and last
for a considerable time. The main features of the conversion were
removal of “two boilers and the addition of troop facilities, boats
and radar gear. While there Ensign Hargrave and the boat crews
reported on board. ' ;

We had a ten day shake down in the Chesapeake involving a trip
to Annapolis where we tied up alongside our olid familiar Santee
Dock and archcred several times off Sclomon,-Marylend. - -- ——-

_ . October 18, 1944 we left Norfolk enroute to Pearl Harbor, T.H. -
in company with the U.S.S. Sumter. Ve had one night in Christobal,
CéZ.; three nights in San Diego; three nights in Pearl Harbor. s
were routed quickly onward; had a few hours in Pago Pago, Tutuila,
American Samoa; one night in Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides; one
night in Milne Bay, liew Guinea; two days thereafter we were pat-
rolling in company with DD Bagley off Finschafen: from Norfolk,
Virginia to our furthest line of advance in the Pacifie, direct,

in fifty days no more =-~7-
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. The day after Christmas’we took part in the landing at Cape
-Gloucester, New Britainj Our first landing started out rather
_inauspiciously in that we were required to two a Yi.S most of the
way and &«lso about three hours prior to H Hour the Noa's Cherlie
lioble caught fire, giving forther a monstrous glow against the black
1.ght for meny minutes, The lanéinz came off well enough though one
of our boats was hung up for several hours and we had to leave it
there. The boat and boat crew arrived several days later on a
returning L3T, ''e also made a second echelon trip to Cape Gloucester.
The day after llew Year's we took part in the landing at Scidor, New
Guinea, On our return from this lsnding Transport Livision of which
we werse & part, was told to make preparation for a trip to Sidney,
Lustralia for rest and recreation, ..t the last minute ths loa was
eliminated gnd instead we got to go to lloumea, liew Culedonia,

‘/hilc at lloumea we were blown aground by & tropical hurricens.
Incident to this grounding a PC Boat was blown broedside across our
sharp bow and we nearly cut it in two. Due to this unfortunate
circumstance our rest in Noumea was somewhat curtailed. '

The first of February' 'L4 we reported in to Guadalcanal and
Purvis Bay, Florida Island, near Tulagi. ‘e picked up some New Lea-
landers-at Vella la Vella, having escorted some LST*'s to lunda, llew
Georgla, genroute. Then wa took part in the lanédings at Green Islands,
“ie got underway for this trip on 5t.-Valentine's Day. ‘je were he~
sieged by Jap snoopers on the way up, our first close contact with
Jap planes, At the lanulng itself we under-went our first eir
attack though the APD's were not molested and we &id not get to do
any shooting ' T

g —




T —

76 returned to Hathorme Sound, between Kolombengara Island and
Rice Anchorage which are.on the Kule Gulf., ‘e picked up more New
zealanders et Vella anc proceeded to Green Islands and mads a sscond
e¢chelon landing. After that we made a short escort trip to ths
“ussel Islands anchoring for two nizhts in Tillotson Cove, Renard
sound, On 3t. Fatricks' Day we got underway to meke & lending on
Gmirau Island a few miles Horth of Raviung. This-was our first
lending in which we were covered by carrier plunse, nearby Kaviang
at the same time being bombearded by battleships and ths entire pro-
cedure went off without inecident. 'ie were then ordered to procesd
to lilne Bey tekinz as passengers a group of about forty mixed
natives (men, women «nd children) who proved to be better behaved
than any other passengers we have had,

/e had & rehearsal on the Lae landing Deaches then proceeded in
conpcny with the largest force we hud ever been with around the
»@Gmiralty Islends to the lundings et sitape, ilollandla, and Tanah
Ilsreh Bay. The group split up into threse parts end mede simultane
gous landings at nitape, Iollandia, wnd Tanah lwerah Bay. Our group
went to nitape and the Noa was ussigned &n off lying island, named
£l1i, as a bombeardment target. This was our first expsrience of this
sort and:wg,pl&stered it to the best of our &bility.

The following day we rceturned to thﬁ sams area and made a lanu—
—Seree—Iskends-—re-hombarisd ok ; & : LI oI :
thls.had some more unusual experlences. e hud commenced our bomb~
ardment of Seleo. when we were told that we were in the line of fire
of & destroyer bombarding & near by target and ordered to move on.
Thig involvecd our passage between the off lylng reefs of 3eleo eand
£11 Islends and at one time we had breekers curling over the rsefs
cdges a hundred yards on eaeh side of us, LA crulsser managed to
drop a bomberdment shell a few hundred yards from our port quarter
and & dive bomber dropped & bomb. & few hundred yards on our port bow.
Tartunately "cease firlnv‘ wes ordered and the assualt waves went in
shortly thereafter, 'le were fairly closs to and off: to ones side of
our boets as they hit the besach.w«nd thus able to zet, Tor the first
time, & really good view of asseult troops hitting the beach.

Subsequently we picked up troops at Saidor end were able to
witness the developmsnt of an arca We., had helpcd to oecupy. .

»
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We were ordered back to Pearl Harbor which trip we made
all the way in company with the U.S.S. KANE, stopping by Funa
Futi, enroute we almost ran aground on a "floating" sandbag,

A few days at Pearl Harbor and we picked up marines at Hapuna

Bay on the Island of Hawail and proceeded to a landing at Sai-
pan, Marianas Islands. It was decided not to land our troops

as originally scheduled and they were teken to an already se-

cured beach on D plus one Day.

In screening the U.S.S. LOUISVILLE at Magicienne Bay,
Saipan we unconsciously had been close to danger from three
directions. First, shortly after we left the LOUISVILLE she
underwent & bombing attack, second, she also discovered a
floating mine there and third, several days later we learned
"that-the Japs still had shore defense guns in the caves along
the coast near which we had curiously passed.

The first week or so after the landing at Saipan there
were evening air raids though none of the Nip planes came close
to the Hoa.

On the night of 5-6 July 1944 the Noa, while carrying out
a harrassing mission on Tinian Town and Harbor, underwent her
first test of fire. While steaming at slow speed less than
two miles off the coast we suddenly had shells whistling over
head and splashes with detonations in the water all about us,
The usual confusion ensued but we quickly speeded up and
opened the range and for the remainder of the night, though
Jap fire from the shore continued, it never again came close.
It is believed there were from two to four shore guns firing
from three to five inch shells at us. There was also con-
siderable smaller caliber fire but we were well out of range
of that. We set fire to two cane fields with our star shells
and believe some of our high capacity definitely harrassed themn.
However, we were harassed also. No casualties suffered on
the Noa other than bruised knees, elbows and noses when cer=-
tain of our "Quick Reacters™ hit the deck at the first Jap
salvo.



U. S.'S. GENERAL W F-HASE~(AP-146)

Two nizhts later we had an air raid which keont the crew at Genersl
uerters until 0015 and after securing for a half an hour we were agsein
at General Guarters until 0130. During this time the lLioa was required

to make & smoke screen end had difficulty in doing so. In order to make
a zood smoke screen the speed had to be 20 knots and the lloa had to do

it at 15 knots which caused flames to reise 20 feet sbove the stack. It
1it up the Loa like a circus at night. ZEnemy planes were about 700C yards
away at the time. The closes any enemy plane ceme that night was a thou-
sand yaras and one was gizhted by many members of wwue crew on the port
bow. Obvious the Jeps were trying to get on the northern tip of Saipan
to get some high officials off. '

wWe returned to Eniwetok escorting nine transports. Incidentally the
screen consisted of the iloa, the Hogan, the Stansbury, ard a few other
destroyers of which the former operated together three years ago when the
dornet was having her shakedown c¢ruise in the Carribean.

after Saipan invesion we returned to Lniwetok ror a 1ew deys upkeep and
then proceeded on the Guam invasion. The ivoa had very little to do on
this invaslon except to screen for the transports. Cne afternoon while
the lioa was on her screening station at Guam the crew spotted twin five
inch zuns on tne northern tip of Guam and was ordered to go in and draw
fire from these guns. The lloa did so but with no success. This was the
Tfirst invasion where U.3. forces recaptured their own territory.

st Zniwetok Lieutenant Brandt was detached from the oz, having served
three and one half years aboard her. Iir Hargrave (Lt.(jg) took over his
duties as unavigator and executive officer mrd held down the job exception-
elly well and wes well liked by everyone.

Trom “niwetok we proceeded to ILspiritu Lsznto, liew :lebrides escorting nine
transports., OCn the wa; tie I'oa had trouble with the fuel oil service
oumps &and one day during the voyage she lost suction three times in almost
every hour and was on the verge of being towed into port.

at Ispiritu Canto the i:ioa got a seven day upkeep which was badly needed
since Tebrusry. Here the crew got a little recreation slthouzh it did
not fulfill their desireds. At this time the lioa received a new camou-
flage job which wes much different from the rest she had.

The ne®t destination for the Iloa was Guadalcanal and she escorted the
szme transports which she brought Trom “niwetok. The transvorts stayed
at Guadalcanal =zu¢ the lioa proceeded to Zurvis Bay, Florida Island. The
nest day we escorted the transports to the Russell Islands and then
returned to zurvis Zay. On the way to the Russells Insign Yerndon and
insizn Frencis reported aboard for cduty and we also received sixty-eight
bags of mail, comsisting largely of last Christmas maill. Some of the waill
was dated back as far as .Jovember '43. ‘le stayed at Purvis Bay salizost
thrce weeks and at this port there were a few fortunate members of the
crew who were able to get theilr belly full of beer (at ;1 z bottle).
“hile at Purvis Bay the lioa received on board a underweater demolition
team Able for her next operation. This was somethins new for the koa
‘which measnt the lioa would be in on operation that was goinz to come off
before "U" day. The demolition tesm brought aboard 50 tons of THT which
meant that the hoa hed to get rid of some of her own ammunition to nmake

T

room for the Ti.W.



U=S2S-GENERA

a6 left Furvis 3sy on Sentember 6, 1944 for the last time eand was enroute
for feleliu Island, Faiau Izlends, in the Ceroline M*oup. The lios was
in Task Group 32.5 wiiica consisted of the wiorylend, TYennessee, 1daho,
Pennsylivania, .:inneanolis, Yortilend, Louisville, ouoiulu, Joluubia, Denver
and meay other destroyers and escort carriers all of which nigile up tie
LeLvardient task group of Peleliu Isiund. This force was to 0 in "D"
iminus three day and ocowoard the isaecund, "D" minus two dey the l.oa was
to s&nd in ner demolition team to clear ouil the reefs on ine isnding
peaches. Other APD's wnresent were the Clemson, Stringham, Rathburn, and
the Zadger. Tnlis Iorce was the largest "heavy" force that the lioa ever
over-ted with. '
On "D" minus three day the iioa unexpectedly was rammed by & twenty-omne
nundred destroyer at O4L5 when the task force was reorisnting the screen,
411 hands not on watch were sleeping at tne time of the collision and I
believe everybody wakened at the time of the collision. The destroyer
thet hit us was the U.3.3. TFullam (DD474). She hit us on the starboard
guerters,puncturing the fuel tanks and the after engine room and taking
with her the screw and forty feet of snaft, which caused the after living
spaces and after engine room to fill up in a very short time (6 or 7 min-
utes). The word prenare to "abandon ship"™ was pessed Tirst and five min-
utes later they passed the word "abandon ship". The most outstanding
thig s-out Lhe sinking was that none of the crew were panicky or excited
snd carried out thelir orders as if it had been a drill. I think this is
one of the reasomns why the IZioa did not have any casuslties. The ship was
abandoned at 0458 and the "skipper" was the last one to leave the ship.
The Pullam was also the rescue ship and =211 hands were mustered there and
no one was missing. 4 salvage party was organized and sent back to try
salvagzing the :oa but the damage she recelved was fatal to her. Zomethings
were saved such as radar equipment, radio gzear, confidentiesl pazpers etc.
The ship was again abandoned and she made her final plunge at 1034,

(aﬁhtembes 12, 1944) Sterg down bow right straight up. The woa sunk
in Lat 07 - ol'n Lonn 134 04 Z in a thousaznd fathoms of water, thirteen

miles offPeleliiu, 8 miles off :ngor Island in the Caroline Group.



