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Writt.en ip the "tumac. ~ '1.944 tx:ooft memory a~d substa~tiat.ed scuttlebutt by 
Id.~;;"~_ '1nder H.W. BOUD, last oaaim!1nding officer, USS NOA APD-24. 

The Noa is named after a l mid~hipmnn who was killed while leading a landiil( 
Party against some head·huntors in the l'hilippines. The Noa is famous 

.amongst old-timers in the Navy as being thG savior ef a white celony fur 
up the Yangtze River. Salle Chinese bandits were on the loose and Captain 
Sims (?) of the Non (son of an admiral) on his own rosponsibility, opened 
firo on them and hold them off until the entire white settloment was aboard, 
thon mado his way down tho river; 

The captain foared this would caUSa an 'international ·ii1.cident' and thnt 
he would get a general court marti~,l out of it. Jt preyed on his mind until 
ho finally committed ·suicide. He nas mvnrdcd the Navy Cross posthumously. 
This w"s in tho 1920's, I bolie.'~e. 

The Noa also l7ent aground in tho YangtzE'- River and VInS pulled off by a 
tug a member of whoso creW fms tho same CO~~Rnder Genero~ux who pulled us 
off in Noumea. 

Also whilo on the Asiatic Station some "doughhoo.d snipe' tUl'!led the 
wrong valve in n rapidly whirlin.g turbine of 'l generptor nnd the whole 
businoss exploded, killing and wouilding sevel."al bystanders. Presumably 
this was before they had snfety VabT\)S on generator turbines o.nd m.-'ly have 
been the cause for installing same~ . 

The Noa is also one of the throe 'pig. iI'on' bonts, Denning, the Noa 
s.nd two other 1200-tonners, unlike the rest, "'".vo ungv.lvanizcd deok-plating, 
There are two stories on this - Which is COrl'Jct, not kno\7n. one is that 
tho dock he.d to be renewed in China and ther-8 W[lS no gQlvnnized plating 
availablo. Tho other, . th~t! tl;le Non, boingone of the l.-'l(;t of the Vlorld 
War I ships to be built (Co~i5sioned 1921), 'ecraps" woro used in her 
construction. She was built in the Norfolk tln.vy Yard nnd the:re are meil 
still there who helped build her. 

The Nol1. was decomnissioned about 1934 iu the .Philadelphia Nt:\vy Yard. 
She 11iy in 'rcd~lead row' for ycnrs Md wns finally recornni.ssioned on 1 
April (April Fool's Day).. 1940. Lt.(jg) ~teb schwnnor V(qs tho pfficer 
who was larg",ly respo~sible for putting hor t.ogether again. He figured 
he Was ~oing to .be Engineering Officer "nd cc,Ilc.entr.0.ted on thnt depart. 
meot, . but when ·she wa~ recon~issioned they nade hi~ First Lieutenant and 
gunnery officer. Th.e so~callod • plank-owners , .,ho are still nboard are 
McDaniels, H.E., Cl\ll.l, (then M!cllc); Richards, J,.il;, 141.11c, (then \1T2c) and 
Josel"Ja;~, n., S81o,{then silc~. . 

:' ,. 

The Noa had ··sorne ~ndeterninn te duty F.l t the nouth of the Del"ware 
River at first-- probably /l- sort of shakedown. 

She was 
to Key VIes t, 

" 

. ' 1 

on 'neutrality patrol' 
Florida. 

for\n while Rnd had her introduction 
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An, airplane W!lS put aboard· for .exporiment!ll purPOSBS E>.nd the Noo was 

fitted with a cruiser type mainmast as a kingpost and a heavy boom with out
riggers and winches for ho.ndling the plano. Our first phme sand on a 
trial trip . and the. c'lptain, who was n p~.ss !:mger ~.t the time , report"d a
b00rd in .a seaman's uniform. A oethod 'was developed'wher~by we could 
lower the' plnne into the water and l"unch it at fifteen knots. We picked 
the plane up usually nt , a s cme"h~.t slower speed. Frem constlint practice 
we bocame very adept at th;i.s, but in any l<ind of r'Ough ,,"ter it wns not 
practical. For one thing, our ship W0.S t,)O smqll to make any kind of a ,. 
slick for the plane to land in. As a result of these experiments, largely 
cenducted inside the Chesapeake Bay, s everal 2l00-tcnners were fitted with 
cnt2.pults ~~nd plpnes in plo.ce of the /14 turret. The ship designers came 
e.boord the Non for advice. \Ie were known then ns the 'Flying Tin CD.n', the 
only plane-carrying destroyer in the world and received correspondence 
from BuAir as nn ' iLlrcraft carrier'. 

Tho Noa W/J.S st,~tioned nt the Navp.l t.cademy nt Annnpolis, Md, ," for 
practically all of, the year 1941. / Our primnry mission Whil e there was to 

· tllke the midshiptJen' out on three or four hour cruises to give them a.little 
practical instruction. Vie alw.~ys l~.unched ~.nd pickod up the plnne ·".S n 
demonstr!ltion. \'/e also ·took out officers attending tho Naval Intelligence 
School at Washington, D.C. Many of these offjcers were ex-newspapermen, 
,nnd 'who hnd never been aboard a mD.n·O'-VIr'r before boo.rdi,ng the Noo .• 

One of the difficulti es in being stotioned at Annnpolis Vias thnt 
hundreds of visHors to thc Naval Academy 'wouJ,d'lo9k us over every week 
nnd we iko.d to keep "- very pretty ship· by order of the Admiral, the 
Superintendent· of the ~aval Acadeny, However; there wns running fresh 
wnter, telephone scrvic,e n.nd elE,ctricR.l connections to the dock. More
over, we seldom got under,,!?y before 0900 or pul18d in 'lfter 1700, About 
once every two weeks we would go up to Baltimore to fuel. 

In the spring of 1941 the Noa had an overhaul at the Baltimore Dry-
\ dock qo·., a privnte ship~.rd. This nccounts for I!lElny of the non-'st.'mdnrd 

lllter"tions found about ,the ship. Mr. 'Brnndt car.Je nbotU'd vlhile she was 
here. Your present skipper came ~ (}~rd in July of 1941 when she WO.s at 
Annapolis. , 

I : , 

The skipper at that time I1O.S Lt. Comdr. Rae E. Arison, and ex-subm"riner, 
and incidentally, an old O!lth prof when I wus D.t the acndeny. He wns 
n';vigo.tor of the Snn Francisco when she ta"gled with the Jap hfI.ttleships 
o~f Guadalcnnal and in the same explosion th-t, killed Admiral Gall"ghan 
nnd Captain Cassin Yeung, he was blown fron the bridge and ·wrD.pped around 
!In 8-inch gun. Lt. Condr. Bruce l,qcC,mdless took over and becD.me n M.tion-
al hero - actually '-" IT 'Captain' Arison was the Senior s.lrvivor of that 
disaster, but of course, Was in no condition to take over himself. 

. Puring our st,V e.t the Norfolk Nnvy Y,,-rd in this f4m~.polis period, we 
h"d the first underwrIter-sound dome ($6000) in the U.S. N~.v;r put on. Ie. 
ord'er to hove our bow in tho correct position, .. they hpd to bo.ck us into the 
drydock. After this we oD.de n trip to :New London, Conn •. , to perforn under
water-sound experiments in compnny with other experioental underwater-

. sound ships" . As .A. result of thuse experiments it was deteremined tlw.t the 
Non' B gear was the best. On our neturn to Annapolis we mnde the J)'l.ssage 
on the inlnnd waterway .from the mouth of the Del~ware to ' tho hond of the 
Chesapeake. On this route we had the .unusual experience of travelling at 
~9t~nots with land ~. few f ()et on each ' side of us towering higher than the 

. ; 
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'Subsoquent to' thi's we ,excorted' the (first) ' carrier Hornet on her 
builders trials. An unusual exp<)rience 'on this trip happened when the Noa 
was mnld,rig, fl,.ank s peed tr~'ing to "atch up to the Hornet - juo t <H' ...., 1rere 
drawing abrea::;t of her she o ,lckv,," -lOY,7l emerllency £'u11 'Qnd was going over 
25 knots in the other ~!j,r"ction so quickl.V ~hr, t we over Sh0t. about five 
miles before we could get turned mcouml ~r) r esune tho chase. 

The Noa "as at Anna polis l'lJ~g enough fs>r everyone to get well 'sit
ua t ed I and there WD.8 J:lt',(;h moanie", 'lEel. t:n'1 ~hj,llg of teeth when we pull"d 
D,WRY fr om the So.:.teo d,:ok '60 go 'GO DCGoOn fer overh~,ul. Lt. Comdr. Bosquct 
N. :'Ic:v hed reliGved C',\ptain Arison just prior t o this tine. We went to ' 
Doston through the Ca pe Cod Canal and wtlilo there 'our after s earchlight 
w!O s r enoved and severa l 50-oal mg':> aJ~!ed. Our AA ftran;;:ont consisted of 
4-50 cal. mg's Ill'd our E '~!->rh,E:'.:1e w",ap')r.s wer e tWQ short 'r a cks of 300 
pound depth charges , 

\7ar wns decl.aJ:" d , D0ce:nhe;.' 9th there wns ~, very realistic air alert 
through~out the East. The No".' s plane, a scout- 0bservation bipla.ne of ab,)ut 
'70 knots speed; possessing one' fixed an(~ one fr ee 30-cal mg was the only 
armed plane in the nir t o !protect' Boston , Shortly thereFlfter, while 
enroute t o Norfolk nnd after haVing picked up our plane at sea in " blind
ing snowstorm, 'the Non mnde the first anti-subnarine attack of the wa r off 
the East Coast. It wa s off alock ' Island, ,t he night of December 12th. 
Cqn::1.in \1cv claimed tv hnVG s een (>. t orpedo \Yake . A ~,erchant ship in the 
vicinity r eporte(: having b oon ch.~sect by a 11mb., Wo believe we drew /'\ little 
oil. 

On our arrival at Norfold 'we were greeted by " bevy of officials in
quirinG ,-,bout this first att,:J.ck. (Storekoepers not e - these depth charges 
wero title B c.,Ild had to be f ormally survoyed). A ,few days la.ter VlO took 
the Horne t on her post-repair trials. The seoond day out we obtnin&i a 
s ound cont..'1ct on wh~,t we l v,t er determirwd was a sand bank, but the Hornot 
had, l ong sinco disappeared over the hori'lon, havinG nade tracks .on our fir,st 
contact,. A" c:.lt tnl c' clOCK tt",t niCht WG cane a cross her l?eain, safely 
anchored nbout half-Hay up t ilG Chesnpeake, off \'/olf Tra p Light., 

The day' before Christmas '41 the Non took aboard a group of about 
Twenty ' 'boots', amongst whom were Baily, SMlc, Goodwin, QI.1l,c, Hilburn BMlc 
and Clevelnnd GM2c. I , ' 

T:1\J ,dllY a fter Uj-,I"~nt;,,(: s . IC '<'ant out ,n s r-:trt of the screen on theshnke-
dow.1 cru::"3e 0f the Wcs,f}i:1[;':on, Nerth Caroli.na 2:~d Hornet. At this tlme the 

skipper of, ~ho Hm'oc t , ,"~,Il tho S8,!)" I;aptain ill:!. techer, who is at present 
Co"~;'l,,der T~,sk Force ;8:> t::e tr,s!~ f orce which r eoently turned ba ck the 
J/lP- "'ioet. ' ' 

, The' NQIl, with her plane-handling "ear, I'Vtlsspecifical:LY 8.llsianed to 
both ' screen ond nct as plane-guard for th" Hornet~, <'l'l;lcrc ':le1'e no other 
screening vessels. Through J €\ouary 1942 '''3 steamed 'in the Clulf of "lexico 
occasionally InDking fast trips into Key Hest ,for Fvd. Once we went into 
Pensacola' lind twice we fueled from the Hornet. On one occasion while 
steruning alone at night we had the Uncomfortable experience of suddenly 
being illuminS.teJ by the North Car olina's senrchlir,hts with her entire 
main battery , of 16-inch euns trained on us " , Befor e Captain l1ev f ound out 
who', -1 t , VIOS he, he ri thren tened to torpedo the 'culprit'. VIe l7"ro privileged 
t o witness the first lonG-range gunnery exercises held between the 

Washington and North Carolina. 
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At · the ·conclusion· of :thcshaktldown~ , th" . T!\sk .Force heacled nOrth around . 
tho t~p of Florida at hieh speeds'~; .' Due to I:w~vy iv8~.ther the Noa's bridge was 
bashed in and at o;le time thoI/o. was f our feet of WE\ ter in th~ Pilot Hourse, 
throwing the helmsman on top of Cll.ptain V/ev, The Noo had to pull out of 
th's ,forme.tion :md mr de . her way at" slower speed to Charleston, 1l,C, for 
emergency repairs, 

v . T 'ilhile. at haIi.l.estcn the U,S.S, McKenn, A?D-5, clIme alongside us. hen 
the NOll nnd the ·U,S,S. Dnhlgrenescorted Il transport to Bemuda, ' Off Bermuda 
100 were . detached and pr,oceeded directly to Boston. Enrr.ute in passing out 
of the Gulf Strenm the tempern tUre dropped f prty degrees (\'Ia ter) in v.bout 
two . minutes. 

While !l t Boston this time our plll.ne \'la s r emoved D.nd. K - [tUns, 20mm guns, 
new mD.in generators., permanent de[lUussinr, geils fibre glass· ~ere installed 
nnd tho bridge was inclosed. . 

\1e left DOS ton as. escort for n lightship enroute for Casco Bay, Maine ~ 
The .first night out, due to hell.vy weather and having to close the lightship 
for megnphone communication, we collided nnd b oth of us returned to Bostoq 
for emergency repairs. Itt this tine the Non received a neVi bolY s ection. ; ..• . 
Vie 111so \'Ior c docked in the largest drydock ill the U.S. This was necessilry 
as 1't W8.S the only,drydock then nvailD.ble which could be used t o fit us with 
a ncw 'tilting-hcad' sound projector. This dock had takon the Queen Elizabeth 
nnd could easily have. taken ten of the ~oa . 

. , 

we were then assigned to Comoander Eas tern Sea Frontier and operated out 
of Tompkinsville , StAten Island, on submarino hunts and r escue missions .• 
Our first j ob was to search for survivors of the SS Carolyn, which had gone 
down in fl;,-mes three ,days . out on he.r fir s t cruise. The Carolyn was the sister 
ship t o the Evelyn, on w'1ich our own Lt, Schwllner was then stati oned, 

Our SCene of operations 'shifted to N,orfolk and 710 worked with the U.S.S. 
Herbert, now APD-22, in subrnt1rine hunting 'o"tween the Del aware Iiiver ~.nd Co.>," 
Hatteras. At this time submarine ac tivity in this area Yl(lil a t its peD.k, 
':lootors', dead bodies floatinG around in . the wetor, were '" CO!ll1!lon sight 
and seldon W<ire We out of sight of ,p burning tanker, One srlflll ar ea off 
Cape Hatteras was a reeular gra.v.eyard of sunken ships. rie called this 
'tOrpedo junction'lon~ 'before the name was given to any other arca and I 
dGubt tha t thore is anywhere else . such 11 concentrp.tion .of sunken ships. It 

. wo.s in this ci v±nity, norc speCifically nco.r Witnble Shoals Buoy, tho t the 
. Noa D.nd Herbert made their first 'kill', Between us we dropped nee.rly a 

hundred depth chnrr,es on h",r D.nd watched ni r -bu1)bl es ris e from her . for the 
next two days.. The Navy Dep.c.rtment sent out Il salvag<3 tug but due to r ough 
we·" ther were un" ble t o send down n el i 'lor .. 

It wns during this pClriod thc.t \vo mde our first contnct Viith the Manley, 
APD-l • . She picked up over a h~drod survivors from n t orpedoed' ship in the 
vicinity. One 'tanker burned viol ently for a t l eas t ei~tdays before sink
ing , 'The(;Nca and Herbert were the first shl.ps to escort coastnl convoys on 
the East oast, It \'Ins in this particularly bad area nnd f or the first few 
cW.ys they tried to have us pick up scattered ship a t sea ond f orm cqnvoys 
until they f ound the futility .of this method • 

. ,'. 
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Then we were sent to 'Key O/est, Florida :nnd . /itt •. ched :to the Fleet Sound 
School there. By this time. the Geman submarine activity had ,spreo.d to this 
area and we spent the better part of the next few 1,1Onths operating off the 

____ --nor·th coast of Cuba and the east coast of Florida on submarine. hunts. North 
of Miami there is nnother ·ship-graveyard. One'night we signted a subcarine 
on the surface 'and, the activity on the Noa iBDudintely subsequent to this 
sighting is 11 story int··,ik,sdf. Suffico it to sa.)'-M1<:>ot the Gubnarino was 
crash-diving when wc saw it Ilnu got Ilnay with nn1y slight damage. 

.~ 

We were i~ediately th(Jr()~.,fter extr\lFoely I triggor-hnppyl and went so fe.r 
as 'to a ttempt t o OP§ll fire on a pntrnl vessel which· :once betwoen us nnd our 
convoy at dnwn. Fortunately ' the first 4" shell used was IJ. dud and by the 
tine we replaced it, we werG able to nake aut that the oro.ft wns, friendly. 
Enr6ute to ,join up. wit one convoy on", of our firocontrolmen accidento.lly 
fired one of our 'ready" torpedoEls while t esting the circuit I Fortunately 
nothing .VInS in the way. Another tine art Army bomber mistook uS for a sub
marine and dropped depth. bombs closo Ilboard our f antail .and covered the after 
part of the ship with water. 

One German sub~.,rine surfaced within tifty five miles of Key West and 
fired over sixty-five rounds ' into the hull cf ::t Honduran fruit ship, lev.ving 
it abandoned and in flames. Tho renson they could do thi.s, was that we had 
neGligible air coverage of, tho sell. lanes at that time. The Non in company 
With the PC-451 auJ two Navy FBYls obtained her second Ikill' at this time. 
It was west of Key \'Jest in the viCinity of Rebecca Sho-ls. and the PC-451 
obtained the first hit with the then-n~w eontact tlnti-subJ:larine bOiab •. 

On one occasion the No;vwlls responsible for the salvage of a very large 
and valuable oil tanker. She had beon torpedoed, ~.bandoned and loft burninG. 
Investigating planes and 'ships had tcrned hoI' uns,olvngeable but the Non, 
happening by the following day, noticed that tho fire seemed cenfined to 
.one section and recor.1Oonded her salvage, nnd she \"Ins, 

.. !. lie ·carried· 21.,million pesos (value over 21-millivn dollars) froTa Miami 
·.to Hhvana·. '·,·' This consisted of over twe hundred bags of registered mail. whic;):l 
we stor.ed,. in ' our forewnrd fireroom~ One s.oHor-said, I I lfl;ver realized bapd~/. 
:ling', money could be such hard' work' as ho lu":p,ocl tho hea.vy !lacks ' across the 
dock. ' ., DIU' one night in Hnvano. W"IS, probably the high spot of O\ll' entire stay ' 
in the area" 

t. Eriroute · to New Orleans and tho Todd-Johnson Shipyar41l we mado a half
'heo:rted "'submnrino ·.attack on II Ill"diocre sound-contact and two months later 
'learned that we had seriously dnJ:laged .a German U-boat as evidencod by his 
surfil c1ng on two successive nights thereafter /lIld broodcasting to Berlin a 
list ' of "his darnpges ond the fact that be oms forced to r eturn to base. 'iVe 
·had been ·the only ones to drop depth cbarges iJl that area thAt day so it 
'inust , have b8en us. 

While ' lying-to off the mouth of the Mississippi we noticed tv/o Inrge 
explbsions on the j etty. ' Upon our arrivnl at Ne"Orlcans, 120 mHes up the 

,':i-1ver, We wore illU!lediately boarded by two Army officers who wanted to know 
.' what our big idea was plnstering their brund. new jetty with torpedoes. Vic 
" re~;lized then, tha t unbeknown .. to ·us we must ho.va '.:l en 0. sitting target f or 

some enterprising sub. Our thr.ee' ·niehts in New Orleans were a ple"lsant 
chllnge, Enroute down the river at night e. henvy SquD.ll Bet j.n and we wore 
forced to anchor in the middle of the . river when we c;o.uld Beo neither bnnk • . 

... .. .. ' \ 
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; '".,,_ .: ) The. Overton, noper'a'ni:i' D:Lck.erson, ' ~lr pow APDls, . freq~ently came into 
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J\.ey ~.'1est at this time. On one 'of our trips a transport loaded Vlith troc·ps 
broke down a few miles from where n submar-,ine hnd been siBhted. On another 
trip tankers were sunk just aheo,d nnd :,ehind our convoy of tnnkers an~ ours 
went untouch.ed . At this tine Key I1Elst had a large convoy anchornge accoll)llO
datinB hundreds or ships. The Sturtcve.n;t .vIIS suhk by an 'undervw,ter explo
sion I While r.13.king a su':JW'.rihe attnck in this area . The EXf;cuti ve Officer 
had the presence ' of mind to s et till depth chc'l.rces on ISP.fe l before leaving 
the ship, Vlhlch consisted of steppin(; into a whnle':Joat alongside from the 
deck. or the ship which was alrEJady under wr.ter. , 

We begnn t o get po.trol plane covero,ee Ilfter this nnd sublJarihe activity 
decreftsecl considernbly but Vie still wer e called out at night rairly frEl
qU Elntly to chase down 3. sub Vlhich a p18ne he.d spotted 'but had not sunk. 
Such plo.cEls as Bahia Honck, the· Yucatan Peninsula, Cabo San Antonia, Cay 
Sal I3ank, Nicholes .Chc..nnel, the Florj.da Straits ftnd the l oom of Havana ' 
.bece.me r D.miliar sights t o us. : A blil'lp was shot ,lawn by a sub and it vms 
this incident ·which cave me D. clue and en<·blecl me to put the finger on 
a two-bit spy which our· ONI f'inally no.~')cd. 

The U.S. su')morine U-l;Z Stink oynteriously at this t.ime I1nd it \"las the 
Non which provided the accurate buoy~.ge which ".ssisted in her location. 
The Noa was frequently tho ta.:rget f or S',,1.Uld School' subm~.rinas in their tor
pedo practices a ne! we thus obtained much valuable experience i.n detecting 
submarines at perisc,?pe depth and in avoiding to.rpedoes. Onanother 
occasion we fired one of our torpedoes ,in a practice with the Dahlgren and 
the thing shot off at a bum angle and chased' nn' unsuspecting PC ~eat for 
miles, f'inally passing it close 1abeard. Fortunately only the PCls reelings 
were hurt. 

Captain Allen "tnd Captain McGr." th were skipper:? ' at this time and the 
.f pllowing officers came abo.ard I Ensigns Polansky, Robinson, :Yeung and William" . 

, 
,In July '43 we left Key l7i!jst and preceed'ed t o Norfolk t o be converted 

to an APD • . While ' there practically everyone aboard obtrdned some l e?-ve _ .• 
the first and IDst for a considerp.ble .time. The main f eo.tures of the con
version were the removal or ·two boilers and' t orpedo tubEls nnd .the addition 
·of troop facilities,' boats and radlJ.r gen.r, While there Ensign Hnrgrnve 
and the boat crews reported abcarcl. 

We had a ten-day shakedown in the Chesapeake involvinG a trip to. Anna
polis where We tied up alonr,side our old, familiar Santee dock nnd had Mrll. 
A:dson and her .family and Mrs. Ccventry a':Joard t o See th, '" the o.ld-g,irle 
hatln I t changed so very much. no " nchoree: off Solo.mon Islnl,d, Maryland 
several times. 

October 18, . 1943 we l eft Norfolk enroute to Pearl Hnrlx,r to . report 1'0 1' 

, duty to Cincpac, Adl:1irai Nimitz" ',:e had one night in Cristobal, three 
nights ein 'San Diego and three niehts in Pearl Ha rbo.r. lie were routed . 

. quickly o.nward; had a feW'JlOurs in P~ I'; o PatiO , . Tt:tuilll1 , ,A::!erican Samoa, 
one r1ight in Espiritu. Sauto, New Hebri<ies, ·o.ne nif,ht in l1ilno Day, New 
Guine~. Two days thoreafter we were patrolling off fischaven - from 
Norfolk, Va., to. our then furthest point of advance . in the Pacific with
o.ut delay, t otal elapsed time fifty days includinG beinr. slowed down 
by slUGgish convoys throughout. INo 1:1 '. )re ' pOlywo.~Sl • 



, 

.' ' .The!1ay .&£ter Chri!\tmas ],943 we ,took part in t\le ;landingsat 'Cape Pl.OIl
,.p~s,\-qr,.NEiw 'Br(tain~ 250 mi:leii wept ,of Rabaul.. Our first' lilnd4)g ~stIJ.rted 
wt .rnther ,inauBpiciouslY ·as ' w9w"re .requ1red to tOV1 Ii:YMS moat ,of ·the 
Wily; Also (iboutthroe :hours prior to H-hour our ChD.rlcy Noble oought fire, 
giving forth a monstrous glow against the black night for sevoral hectic 
minutes. The landing .came off well enough thOUgh one of our bents became 
'hung,up and riC had to' leave it and the cren includ1D.g the boat officor 
there while we went b"lck for reeini'orcements. ,Both the boat officer and 
the ship received comnen<k'ltions out of the landings. We h"'.d left the orca 
just prior to the Jap air attock 'ffiich sonk one of our new 2100 ton des
troyers. Our reeinforcement trip was uneventfUl. 

The day after NeVI Years 1944 "e I:l,~de the landings at Snidor, New Guinea , 
On '<lur previous l",uding we had carried the First Marines. This tir.IO we 
carried the ArQ~. On our return. from this landing 'Transport Division 16 
of which we were 0, pa.rt was ordered to Sydney, Australia, for a bit of rest 
and recreation. At the last rd.nute the Noa wns ' elil!lill~.tcd IlI1d instead we 
got to . go to Nounea, Nen Caledonie,. ' 

Shortly after arriving at N01L'1ea and just long enough for us to get our 
engineering pl~t torn down for rep.',ir!>, a tropicB.l hurricane sprRng up, 
and the tender-nest, of ' which we were D, p.'lrt, was l:lroken up and the Noa 
was blown aground. Incident to this, a PC boot wns blo.m broadside across 
our very sho,rp bow pnd we nearly cut her in two. Our 'rest' in Nounea was 
consequently' very much curtailed; , , 

The fi:rst of February 19M. .11e reported i11 to GUlldal',o.nnl and a~chored 
in Pu:rv;is Bny near Tuln.gi, Florida Isle,nct. Ylc pic;w9, up some NeVI Zealanders 
at Vella La Vella having escorted sone LST's to Hunda, New Georgia, enroute. 
Then we took part in the landings ,o,t Groen Islands, 120 miles east , of Ra
baul. We got under,1ay for this trip wi.th a lo~,d of New Zealanders on St, 
Valentine r s. Day. We were beseiged by ··Jnp snoopers on the way up for our 
fir close contact with the eneny, phnes. A t the lnndings itself We under
went our first air attack thpugh the Apd's vmrc nover the Jap targets. 

''Ie returned to Hathorne Sound, which is between Kolonbangara Isln.nd ale. ' 
Rice Anchore,ge on the Kila Gulf, scene ', of th.e' Heleoo. and' mD.ny other dis- . 
asters. rie picked up more nen at Ven" ~.nd made a ' second echelon lending 
at Green. /,fter th~t we nade e. short escort trip to th8 Russels, nnchor
ing for two nights in Tillotsen Sound off Henard S.ound. 

On st. Patrick I s day we got underway with Fourth Marines llboord for the 
landings at EEirau Island, a few miles nort or' Knvieng, New Irolnnd. This 
was our first londing Vlith carrier-plane covere.ge.. Nearby Kavieng wns aleo 
being pln.sterecl by our bo.ttleshipe and cruisers at the srune time. We were 
then ordered to proceed to Milne Bay aeain and ' this time took aboard as: 
!k~ssengers 11 group of native coast-wf'.tchers, mon, WOffi£ln eM children. They 
proved to be better behnved thlUl any. other passengers w ;:) ever had. 

, 
We had a rehearsnl on the tee land5.ng bea ches then proceed,ed with the 

largest force we' hnd ever 'been Vlith to the landings at Rollandia and Aftnpe. 
In qddition to the A:rmy troops we\ carried, the t{oa took part in the pre
H:-hour bonoordraent, bonbnrding one 6f ·t t e small islands off the ':leaches. 

, The following day wo return!)d to the SSime area and made a landing on 
Seleo Island. ',,'e bcntJr,.rded Se:),eo and in this eonnection hnd SOr.le interestin[! 
nOr.lents. A destroyer whislted her bombardment shell uncomfortably close I ' : 
. astern of us fo.rding us to move to an~ther position for our own bombard- . 
r.lent. This involved passing between two reefs so thr.t at one tilDe there 

'\ 
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• ~~W yt1.l'ds olie'~ch' side of 
\7h6n the cruiser Nashville 

short of hOl' I1rea hnd about a hundred yords off cur 
port quarter. 'I'he solashe5 frOm this' nev,r cat?strophe hoj Imrdly sub
sided when one of .ou~ dive bombers let go his bonb too soon and it hnded 
with a ·tliwack' Il.l1d terrific concussicn just' off our port bow. 

Fortunntqly tceD,se. fir.ing! ~1",S ordered at'th".t tine ".nd '7e roturned 
through the reefs to provide ,cover for tho assault ",wes [IS they moved in 
tc the ben ches. :,'c 'IEOro fairly close 'to and off to one side of our bonts 
as they hit the bench nnd ,mrs thus nbi,e , fer the first tine, to get a reall; 
gcod nnp,le vicw of tho troops as they hit the bench. 

Subsequently We picked U)) troops at Snid~r and were thus D.ble to witoes; 
the developnont of an nr08. >78 had helped to' occupy. 

rie were, orderod 1:lack to Penrl Herbor, ~:aking tho trip nll the \'my in ' 
cOmpany with the Kene, and sto~ping':ly'Fu.na Futi in th() bllic() Group. We 
almost r~,n aground a I flwtingi sand 00.1' enr c)lte. \1e picked up a contingent 
of the Second 1.'Il1ri"ns ' at Hnpu.illl En", un the Island of Hawaii and proceeded ' 

' . to tho Snip:m 1(;mdin2s. It \;",s d,,;id01 not to Innd our troops on D-1 night 
via rubber bo,~.ts as originally schcd1'lod and instoQd we 1"nd01 them on 
nlrc9,dy se'cured, be"ches on. D plus 1 o,: .y. 

In scre,minc the Uss Louisville, at Magiodenne Bay, Saipan, 1m were un-
' conscious of dnng~r frGn three sources. Shortly p.fter wo l eft her the 
Louisville. up.derwent 'an ail' " ntt· ck and also passed close a'Joard 0 . floatinG 
r.:ine. A fevl dr"s later Vie lcnrne1 th"t the JailS still Iwd guns in the .c'lVCS 
along the nort~_crn cor,st of rini"n where we he.d passed so . curiously close. 

'The first week 01' so !>.fter the initie.l landings -!It SaiFnn there Were 
reG~Qr evening air attacks by the Nips but none of there boo'Js ' ~~~" too 
.close to 'the Non. 

On the ~ieht of 5-6 July the Noa, while carrying out 11 hnrrnssingbom'- ' , 
ar1ment of Tinian Tmm and the s cuthern tip of Tinian Islan<1', underwent her ' 
first real t.i;st of fiC"e. IIhile s'tcn~Jng "t slow spcGd less 'then two miles 
off the coast , as wo h," j seen others 'le j.n other nreas , we suddenly hD,d 
shells whistlinr; 'overhead "n,', spJ.nshing ,'/Eh l OUd, flashing detonations 
aJ-l· arrund us." \ie quic~ly wriggled out of the.:re and for the · rer.lb.inder of 
the nicht, thOUGh the J " ps shcre"brtttory c'.mUnuod · to f:i,re nt us, they . , 
never again straddled us. It h"s Ilince been diocoverod th"t they had three 
'6" gUllS hidden in c"ve ll a;t the southern oC:ge. of the town. This mne be,t~ 
te:-y kt;,led ge and ",o=Je~,- 140 . in ['.' horriblo threo minu'~es ' on the Oolorado 
0. few WE:IJks later. Though they harrnsscd US~ which was 'not on the schedule, 
WE; set 0'::'1'0 t c tv/o 1m';;" c('.nc fic.lds r.nd certainly hnrrnssed them with 'our 
high- eX-;llcisiYes going off in their tovm all nif,ht l onr. • 

'. ," -. ~ 

. Anor this Vie ' were . in the .Guan inv-sion (Third Marines) but only as a· 
. screcni:l~ vessel. ·On our return froI:l GU?I:l to Espiritu Santo our engineur

'rin~ plan';, 'orc-ke down .31 times in '24 hours.nnd we spont nost of.-our time; 
When we .w~rat!~t wnllcwting helpl~ssly ,. in chasing tho' o-:.;nvoy we vl0re sup
pos ed to be l,lUding; This VirtS the climl(c of the l ong series of engineering 
casunlttqo ')rO'Uf';flt O!l l:;>y 'trying to keep thoso world w('.r ~ ships operrtt:L,g 
ccntil1U(,1J.sly. He had stennedfi vo tinae . c.s lonG wi thuut 'overht:'.ul as Vie 
would be allowed to do in pe,~.cetinc. . 
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, . Fi-~m nero.·~~ retilrnedt'o . Pu,rvis Bny ' ';ia , ':th~: Russ els, . picking up two 

ensigns, Hernden and Francis, and 42 bpgs of mil enroute. · Most of the·!!)ail · 
wns Christnnspackages' -- just 8 Donths overdue :.. or 10 months enrou.te. 
At Purvis we prepared for wh1'.t proved t o he · ;the NCA"'S laRt trip, the, immsiOl: 
of Peleliu Island in the Pauluus. We t ook a1;) oard Underwater Dcnelition 
Team A!)le (seabees) with their supplies which included nine. ru~)ber !)OIlts and 
fifty tons of, totrytol, a hi,,11 explosive . 

. At 045lL on 12 Septenber , 'l.944, D-J. dn.y, the old No::! finally net her 
Eaterloo. in the shape of an 'Mcl~,icnn 2100. t on des troyer, tho Fullman, DD474 
.In the pr edawn ooneuvering p;r<' l?'*a t ory t o COT.lOencing the initial b onbardment 
of Pel eliuund Anguar IslandS, t wo of the bnttloship-ocruiser groups w:\.th 
the ir escort .tangl ed with each other and in the ensuing confusi on the Noo 
and the Fullr.mn hlld collided. She hit us ' u ~lancing blow on the starboard 
side of the after-enginerooD, just a':lout t en f eet f orwnr d of that fifty 

·t ons of high explosive . She pulled our starboard' :ocrew and a~)out ' f orty f eet 
of shaft along with it - ,cl).u§ht in hor bow. Ro fl eodod aft very repidly 
and the stern V/aS lLl'lderwfl ter in ' c. f ew ni nutes. The ship was a bnndoncd 
in good order considerine the da rknos s nnd the suddenness ' of the cn~~strephe 
The rubber boats cane in h" nc1y' for thos e of us who were lnst t o 'leo,ve the 
ship. Though a few nen wer e .throvffi in t h" wa t er by the. jar of the colli-
s.iori, no casunlties .'(ier e suffered. . 

Ceravolo, Utl3c, went' back on the fanta il and checked ·the dopth cha r r,es 
in the racks for safe setting ~ This w.~. s · danr,erous as it was dark, the cle cks 
were Vlot and slip~ ery with fuel oil a lld .also the shi::, was going dO'im by 
the stern rapidly Il t this tine . J espite these precautions one or more of 
then nust have gone off when th ," s hip S 'lnk for ,".bout· six ninutcs after the 
ship had nosed up and s l ! d Jono:'.th' the ' surf~. ce there WD.S e. terrific det on
ation, just as though the ~epth ch" r fSesns well .os the tetytol had exploded. 

When it ~ Ie came liGht nnd w" had de termined ty ouster on ' the Fullam that 
all were accounted f or, we f ormed a' sa lva§e party to return t o the NOll t o 
see whllt we could do t o keep he. nfl oa t . In tro'ing to light off he r dry 
b oilers, only the a ctusl I'Uf.lbling of the t ortured druos stopped u s . 
Ensien Francis, who, had · ')oen ab(J<'lr d onl y 25 dnys , deserves a l ot of credit 
in this t a sk f or he cllrriod out oy or der s des pite his full r ealization of 
the dc nger involved .• 

He tried .just about evorythin<,; a.nd one by one our snn.ll means of 
J3aving tne ship l}avo out. He r = out 01' llcet yl (me ~nd oxygen f or burniil" off 
t opside " e i ght. The ga s oline handy-billy punps ran out of !'T S . The ship 
kept s ettlinc deeper itnd doeper s o th~ t we could no l onger enter cOl:lpnrt
ments only partially fl ooded s ince nllt or pouring dOlm the open hDtch would 
fill them f ester than wc could .pump them. Just q. s it s eemed we wer e going 
t o b.e ( 1)l e t o get up s tean, with tho wn.ter lapping a r ound tho firer oom 
ha tches , t he ship l ost its r eno.ininc 'mc;rancy, becQr:lc l ogy, and again we 
1l.~(J.ndoned ship •.. 

About five miQutes later the Noa pointed her bow straight up and with 
a Elr cl.'.t hissing· of air coming out of her for"ord ha tches , sank in thousands 
of f ",thons of wa t er - Vlest of Peleliu ",nd, incidontp.lly, west of thE! l ongi
tude of Tokio . It · had been a heart'}r!"aking attenpt Ilt sll.lvaee an'i the 
s alvage' pa rty. circlinf', her in landine; Qorits,nll had ' extremely moist eyes 
118 they watched her disappe(1r~ 
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I, An aftermath of ,the Noa' s sinkine' vms a General Court Martiol held in ,: 

San Fmndsco. The Noa's ' skipper VI!l-s" clenred on all counts. In this trinl 
90inc'idence , which seemed to pL'l.y such a ' In,r ee p.."rt in the Noa's his'tory, 
again I!lO.de its appearance. The President of toe CoUrt Martial had been 
a classmate of Midshiptlal) Non "mel ,~nother mel!i~er of the court :had been 
11 shipmate ' Of Midshipmon NoD. at the time he was killed in the Philippines. 

Both he and sho died wi th ~hoiI' ,boots on. 
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