“SHORT ';a‘z*sm OF THE 1.S. 5y NOA (DD343 & APD-24).

ertten in the gtmmer of 1944 from memory and substantiated scuttlebutt by
Li ewrtoncitt- Gommander H. W, BOUD, last oammanding officer, USS NOA APD-24,

The Noa is named after a midshipman who was killed while leading a landing
party against some head=huntcrs in the Philippines. The Noa is famous
amongst old-timers in the Navy as being the savior of a white colony far
up the Yangtze River, Some Chinese bandits were on the loose and Captain
Sims (?) of the Noa (son of an admiral) on his own rosponsibility, openecd
fire on them and hold them off until the cntire white settlement was aboard,
then made hls way down the river,

1

The captain feared this would causc an tinternational incident! and that
he would get a general court martisl out of it, It preyed on his mind until
heo finally cormitted suicide. He was awarded the Navy Cross posthumously.
This was in the 1920's, I believe. .

The Noa also went aground in the Yangtze River and was pulled off by a
tug a member of whose ¢rew was the same Commander Genercaux who pulled us
off in Noumea, .

Also while on the Asiatic Station some: *doughhead snipe?! turned the
wrong valve in a rapidly whirling turbine of n generrtor and the whole
business exploded, killing and wounding several bystanders. Presumably
this was before they had safety valwves on generator turbines ond may have
been the cmuse for instanlling sames,

The Noa 1s also one of the throc 'pig iron® boats, merning, the No=z
end two other 1200-tonners, unlike the rest, ksve ungolvanizced deck-plating,
There are two stories on this -~ which is corract, not knowm. One is that
the deck hed to be renewed in China and thers was no gnlvanized plating
availablo. The other, that; the Noa, being one of the last of the World
War I ships to be built (Commissioned 1921), 'secraps!- wera used in her 4
construction., ©She was built in the Norfolk Mnvy Yard and there are men
still there who helped build her,

The Non was decomnissioned about 1934 in the .Philadelphia Navy Yard.
She lay in 'red-lead row' for years nnd was finally recomnissioned on 1
April (April Fool's Day) 1940. Lt.(jg) Dutch Schwancr was the officer
who was largely rosponsible for putting her together again, He figured
he was going to be Engineering Officer ond ccncentroted on thnt depart-
ment, but when she wag recommissioned they made him First Lieutenant and
gunnery officer, The so~called 'plank~owners' who are still aboard are
McDaniels, W.E., CM, (then Milc); Richards, J. di, lide, (then WI2¢c) and
Josephi, R,, Ssle, (then Slc) }

The Noa had ‘some indotermlnﬂtb duty at the ﬂouth of the Deluwure
 River at first -- probably a sort of shakedown.

She was on 'neutrality"pntrol' for\a while and had her introduction
to Key 7 Hest, Florida.



An airplane was put aboard-forfexperimgntal purposes and the Noa was
fitted with a cruiser type mainmast as a kingpost and a heavy boom with out-
riggers and winches for handling the plane. " OQur first plsne sand on a
trial trip and the captain, who was a prssenger at the time, reported a-
boerd in a seaman's uniform. A method was developed whercby we could
lower the plane into the water and lrunch it at fifteen knots, We picked
the plane up usually at.a scmewhet slower speed. From constdant practice
we become very ndept at this, but in any kind of rough weter it was not .
practical, For one thing, our ship was too smgll to make any kind of a
slick for the plane to land in, As a result of these experiments, largely
cenducted inside the Chesapeake Bay, severnl 2100-tonners were fitted with
catapults and plenes in place of the #4 turret. The ship designers came
aboard the No» for advice. We were known then as the 'Flying Tin Can', the
only plane-carrying destroyer in the world and received correspondence
from Budir as an ‘aircraft carrier?. .

The Noa was strtioned at the Navel Academy nt Annapolis, Md., for
practically all of, the year 1941. Our primary misslon whilc there was to
take the midshlpmen out on three or four hour cruises to give them a little
practical instruction, We alwrys lounched and picked up the plrne =s a
demonstration, We also took out officers attending the Naval Intelligence
School at Washington, D.C. Many of these officers were cx-newspapermen,
and ‘who hnd never been abcard a mon-o'-wor before bonrding the Noa.

One of the difficulties in being st~tioned at Annapclis was that
hundreds of visitors to the Naval Academy 'would lock us over every week
and we had to keep a very pretty ship - by order of the Admiral, the
Superintendent: of the Naval ficademy, However, there was running fresh
water, telephone servicg nnd electricel connections to the deck, More-
over, we seldom got underway before 0900 or pulled in after 1700. About
© once every two weeks we would go up to Baltimore teo fuel,

In the spring of 1941 the Noa had an overhaul ot the Baltimore Dry-
dock Co., a private shipynrd. This accounts for many of the non<standard
alterations found about the ship, Mr. Brsndt came nboard while she was
here. Your present skipper came ~ orrd in July of 1941 when she wos nt
Annapolis.

The skipper at that time wos ﬁt. Comdr. Rme E. Arison, and emrsubmsriner,

and incidentally, an old math prof when I wns 2t the ncadeny. He wos
navigator of the San Francisco when she tangled with the Jap battleships
off Guadalcanal and in the same explosion th-t killed Admiral Gallaghan
and Captain Cmssin Ycung, he was blown fronm the bridge and wropped around
an 8-inch gun, Lt. Comdr. Bruce HMcCnndless toock over and became o nation-
al hero - actuanlly our 'Captain' Arison was the Scniocr survivor of that
disaster, but of course, was in no condition to tnke over himself,

. During our stay at the Norfolk Navy Yard ip this Annepolis period, we
had the first underwnter-sound dome {$6000) in the U.S. Nevr put on. In
order to heve our bow in the correct position, -they hrd to back us into the
drydock. After this we mnde a trip to New London, Conn., to perform under-
water-sound experiments in compnay with other experimental underwnter-
‘sound ships. As .a result of these experiments it wns deteremined that the
Noa's gear was the best, On our teturn to Annapolis we mande the passage
on the inland waterway from the mouth of the Deleaware to the hcad of the
Chesapeake. On this route we had the unusunl experience of travelling at

éegtknots with land o few fret on each side of us towering higher than the

+
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‘Subscquent to' this we escorted the (first):carrier Hornet on her
builders trials, An unusual experience on this trip happened when the Noa
wes making flank speed trying to catch up to the Hornet - just as we were
drawing abreast of her she backod lown emergency full end was going over
25 knots in the other ircction so guickly thet we over shot about five
miles before we could get turned around to resume the chase.

The Noa was at Annapolis lorg cnough for everyone to get well 'sit-
uated} and there was mich moaning nd gnashing of teeth when we pulled
away from the Santec dock To go vo Bosuon ,or overhoul, Lt. Comdr. Bosouct
Ne Wev hed relieved Captain Arison just prior to this time. We went to

- Boston through the Cape Cod Canal and whHile there ‘our after searchlight
wes removed and several 50-oal mg!s added. Our AA armamcnt consisted of
4=50 cal, mgl's ard our sihnarine weapons were two short racks of 300
pound dapth charges.

War was declar+d, Docernber 9th there wes n very realistic air alert
through-out the East, The Nae‘s plane, a scout-observation biplane of about
70 knots speed, possessing one' fixed and one free 30-cal mg wes the only
armed plane in the air to 'protect' Boston, Shortly therequer, while
enroute to Norfolk and after having picked up our plane at sea in a blind-
ing snowstorm, the Noa made the first enti-submarine attack of the war off
the Enst Coast. It was off Block Island, *he night of December 12th,
Crotain Wev claimed to have scen a torpedo wake., A merchant ship in the

vieinity reported having been chased by a sub We believe we drew n little
oil,

, On our arrival at Norfold we were greeted by a bevy of officials in-
quiring nbout this first attack. (Storekospers note - these depth charges
werc title B and had to be formally surveyed). A few days later we took
the Hornet on her post-repair trials. The scoond day out we obtained a
sound contact cn what we leter determined was a sand benk, but the Hornet

- had long since disappeqrei over the horizon, heving made tracks on our first
contact. Abcut ten cfoloex thst rpirht we cane across her zgain, safely
anchored about half-way up tne Chesapchc of f Wolf Trap nght.

The day before Christmas '41 the Nee touvk aboard a group of about

. Twenty 'boots!, amongst whom were Baily, SMlc, Goodwin, QMlec, Hilburn BMlec
. ‘and Cleveland GMZC.

Tac day after “Irigtivs we went out rs part of the screen on theshake-
dowa cruise of the VWeshington, Merth Carolina 2md Hornmet, At this time the
kipper of .the Herncet sas +hﬂ san. Saptain Mitscher who is at present

© Coroander Tosk Force 8, the tnsk force which recently turned back the
Jap ficet. : :

. The Noa, with her plane-handling gear, wns specificaliy assipgned to
both:screen and act as plane~guard for the Hornet.. .Therc were no other
gereening vessels. Through January 1942 wa steamed 4n the Gulf of Hexico
occasionally moking fast trips into Key West for Fuel. Once we went into
Pensacola: &nd twice we fucled from the Hornet. On one occasion while
steaming alone at night we had the uncomfortable experience of suddenly
being illuminated by the North Carolina's senrchlights with her entire
main battery of lé-inch guns trained on us, Before Captain Wev found out
who:dt was he had threantened to torpedo the ‘culprit!. We wure privileged
to witness the first long-range gunnery exercises held between the

Washington and North Carolina,
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At the conclu31on of the shakadown, the Task Force headed north around

‘the tip of Florida at hlgh speeds, Due. to hervy weather the Noa'!s bridge was

bnshed in and at cue time thepe was four feet of water in thg_Pllot Hourse,
throwing the helmsman on top of Captain Wev, The Noa had to pull out of
the formetion and mrde her way at slower spﬂed to Charleston, N.C. for
emergency repairs. s :

While ot “herlesten the U,S.S, McKean, APD-5, came alongside us, Then
the Noa and the U.S.S. Dahlgren escorted a transport to Bermuda. Off Bermude
we were detached and proceeded directly to Boston. Enrcute in passing out
of the Gulf Stream the temperature dropped forty degrees (wnter? in about
two minutes.

While at Boston this tlme our plnne Wo.s rcmoved nnd . K~guns, 20mm guns,
new main gencrators, permanent degeussing g¢oils fibre glass xere 1nstalled
and the hridge was 1inclosed.

We left Zoston as. cscort for » lightship enroute for Casco Bay, Malne.
The first night out, due to heavy weather and having to close the lightship
for megaphone comnunlcaticn, we collided nnd both of us returned to Boston
for emergency repairs. At this time the Noa receilved a new bow scction.
We also were docked in the largest drydock in the U.S. This was necessary
as 1t was the only.drydock then availeble which could be used to f£it us with
a new 'tilting=-head'! sound projector, This dock had taken the Queen Elizabeth
nnd could easily have, taken ten of the Noz.

We were then assigned to Commander Eastern Sea Frontier and operated ocut
of Tompkinsville, Staten Island, on submarine hunts and rescue missions.
Qur first Job was to search for survivors of the SS Carolyn, which had gone
down in flames three.days.out on her first cruise. The Carolyn was the slster
ship bo the Evelyn, on wiich our own Lt. Schwaner was then stationed.

Cur scene of operations shifted to NMorfolk and we worked with the U.S,S.

" Herbert, now APD-22, in submarine hunting between the Jelaware LRiver and Cape

Hatteras. At this time submarine activ1ty in this area wioz nt its poenk.

.""loaters?, dead bodies floating around in the wnter, were = common sight

and seldom were we out of sight of. » burning tanker., One small ares off
€ape Hatteras was a regular graveyard of sunken ships. We called this
'torpedo Junction' lonz before the nome was given to any other arca and I
dcubt that there is anywhere else such a concentration of sunken ships. It
wos in this civinity, more specifically near Wimble Shoals Buoy, that the

'Noz ond Herbert made their first 'kill?!, Betwcen us we dropped neorly a

hundred depth charges on her and watched air-buhbles rige from her for the
next two days. The Novy Deportment sent out a salvage tug but due to rough

wenther were unc~ble to send dewn o divers i §

It was during this period th~t we made our first contnct with the Manley,
APD-1,  She picked up over a hundred survivors from a torpedoed ship in the
vieinity. One tanker burned violently for at least eight days before sink=-
ing. 'The Noa and Herbert were the first ships to escort coastal convoys on
the Bast Yomst, It was in this particularly bad area and for the first few
deys they tried to have us pick up scattered ship at sen and form convoys
until they found the futility of this method,

-k
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Then we were sent.fb'Key West, Florida iand atteched to the Fleet Sound
School there. By this time the German submnrine activity had spreod to this
area and we spent the better part of the next few months operating off the

__——north coast of Cuba and the east coast of Florlda on submarine hunts, North

of Miami there is another ship-graveyard, One night we signted a submarine
on the surface and the activity on the Noa immedintely subsequent to this
sighting is a story intdtself, Suffico it to sap-#het the subnarine was
crash-diving when we saw it and got away with only sllght darmage,

We were 1nmed11tely therenfter extremely !trigger~happy! and went so far
as to attempt to open fire on a potrol vessel which came between us snd our
convoy at dawn, Fortunately the first AM shell used was 2 dud and by the
time we replaced it, we werc able to make cut thot the croft was friendly.
Enroute to join up wit one convoy onc of our firccontrolmen accidentolly
fired one of cur 'ready" torpedods while testing the circuit! Fortunately
nothing wns in the way. Another tine an Army bomber mistook us for a sube

marine and dropped depth bombs closo aboard cur fantail and covered the after
part of the ship with water, .

Cne German submarine surfaced within fifty five miles of Key West and
fired over sixty-five rounds into the hull cf n Honduran fruit ship, leaving
it abandcned and in flames, The renson they could do this was thet we had
nepligible air coverage of the sea lanes at that time, The Noa in company
with the PC-451 aud two Navy PBY's obtained her second 'kill! at this time,
It was west of Key VWest in the vicinity of Rebecca Sho-ls and the PC-451
obtained the first hit with the then-new contact anti-submarine bomb, .

On one occasion the Nog was responsible for the salvage of a very large

" and valuable oil tanker, She had been torpedoed, cbandoned and left burning.

Investigating planes and ships had termed hor unSﬂlvagenble but the Noa,
happcning by the following dany, noticed that the fire seemed cenfined to

.ohe section and reconmendcd her salvage, and she was,

e carried Zl-nillion pesos (valuc over Rl-millicn dollars) from Miami

'to Havuna.- This consisted of over two hundred bags of registered mail whigh

we stored. in our foreward fireroon. One sc~ilor-said, 'I gever renll?cd hand= -«

Aing- money could bs such hard’ “work! as he lu~ged the heavy sacks across the

deck,” * Our one night in Havann was,probabiy the high spot of our entire stay
in the arca,-

.. Enroute to New Orleans and the Todd«.Johnson Shipyaprds we made & halfe

‘hedrted ‘submarine attack on a mediocre sound=contact and two months later
Tearned that we had seriously damaged a German U=boat as evidenced by his
-surfucing on two successive nights thereafter and broadeasting to Berlin a
1ist of ‘his damages and the fact that he was forced to return to base. We
had been ‘the only ones to drop depth charges in that area that day so it
must have been use

While lying-to off the mbuth of the Mississippil we noticed two large |
‘exploslons on the jetty. Upon our arrival at New Orleans, 120 milos up the

river, we were immediately boarded by two Army officers who wanted to know
‘what our big idea was plastering their brand new jetty with torpedoes. We
‘renlizged then, that unbeknown to us we must have » en a sitting target for

some enterprising sub. Our three nights in New Orlenns werc a plensnnt
change. Enroute down the river at night a henvy squall set in and we were
forced to ancher in the middle of the river when we could sec neither bank. -

N .
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L Vmetyd The Overton, ROper and’ chkerson, all now.APD's, frequently cane into
hey -West at this time, Om one of our trips a transport loaded with trocps |
broke down a few miles from where a submarine had been sighted. On ancther
trip tankers were sunk just ahend and behind our convoy of tankers snd ours

‘ went untouched, At this time Key West hsd a large convoy anchorage accomno-
dating hundreds of ships. The Sturtevant was sunk by an 'unjerWﬁter explo-
sion! while noking a submerine attack in fhis area., The Ixecutive Officer
had the presence of mind to set all depth charges on 'safe! before leaving
the ship, which consisted of stepping into a whalehoat alongside from the
deck, of the ship which was already under wrnter,

We begon to get pntrel plans coverrpge after this and subnarine activity
decrensed considerably but we still were colled cut at night falrly fre-
" quently to chase down a sud which a plane had spotted but had not sunk,
Such ploces as Bahia Honde, the Yucatan Peninsula, Cabo San Antonia, Cay
Sal Bank, Nicholes Chennel, the Florida Straits and the loom of Havana .
beceme familier gights to us. A Llimp was shot lown by 2 sub and it wes
this incident which gave me o cluc and en-bled me to put the finger on
a two-bit spy which our ONI flnallj nabhed,

il

The U.S, suhmerine R-12 sank nmystericusly at this time and it was the
Non which provided the accurate buoyngze which sssisted in her location.

- The Noa was frequently the target for S.und School submerines in their tor-
pedo practices and we thus obtained much valuable experience in detecting
submarines at periscope depth and in aveiding torpedoes, On ancther
occaslion we fired one of our torpedoes .in a practice with the Dahlgren and
the thing shot off at a bum angle and chaged an unsuspecting PC “cat for

miles, finally passing 1t close\aboard Fortunately only the PC!'s feelings
were hurt,

. Captnin Allen and Captain McGrnth were'skippers'at this time and the
| i . fellowing officers came aboard: Ensigns Polansky, Robinscn, ¥Ycung and William: .

In July '43 we left Key Wast end proceeded to Norfolk to be converted
v to an APD,. VWhile there practically everycne aboard obtained some leave --
' the first and 1lsst for n considersble time. The main fentures of the con-
version were the removal of ‘two beilers and torpedo tubes nnd the addition
of troop facilities, hHoats and radar genr, While there Ensign Harpgrave
and the boat crews reported abcard.

Ve had a ten-day shakedown in the Chesapeske imvolving a trip to Anna-
polis where we tied up alongside ocur old, familinr Santee dock and had Nrs.
Arison and her family and Mrs. Goventry aboard to see thi the old-girls
hadn!t changed so very much., e anchoroc of f Solomon Island, Maryland
several times, &
LI October 18, 1943 we left Norfolk enrcute to Pearl Harber to report for
" ' duty to Cincpac, Admiral Nimitz, bwe had one¢ night in Cristobal, three
nights in San Diego and three nights in Pearl Harbor, We were routed
quickly onward; had a fewhours in P=po Prygo, Tutuilla, Anerican Somoa,
‘one might in Espiritu Scuto, New llebrides, one night in Wilno Bay, New
Guinea. Two days thorcafter we were patrolling off Fischaven - from
Norfolk, Va., to our then furthest point of advance in the racific with-
out delay, total elapsed time fifty days including being slowed down
'“§h by slquish convoys throughout. 'No nore polywoszs'.
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* The day after Christmas 1943 ve took part in the landings at Cape Glou=
- cestery New Britein, 250 m:llea wegt of Rabaul, Our first landing started
out roather 4nguspiciously as we were required to tow e YMS most. of the
waye Also pbout three hours prior to H-hour our Charley Noble caught fire,
giving forth a monstrous glow against the black night for several hectice
minutes. The londing came off well enough though one of cur boats became
hungrup and we had to leave it and the crew including the boat officor
there while we went back for reeinforcements,  Both the boat officer and
the ship received commendations out of the landings, We hrd left the arca
just prior to the Jap air att-ck which sank one of our new 2100 ton des-
troyers, Our reeinforcement trip was uneventful,

The day after New Years 1944 we mnde the landings at Saidor, New Guinea.
On our previous lruding we had carried the First Marines. This timo we
carried the Army. On our return from this landing Transport Division 16
of which we were o part was ordered to Sydney, Australia, for n bit of rest
and recreations At the last nminute the Noa was eliminated and instead we
got to.go to Noumea, New Caledonia,’

Shortly after arriving at Noumes and just long enough for us to get our
engineering plant torn down for repnirs, a tropical hurricane sprang up
and the tender-nest, of which we were o part, was brcken up and the Noa
was blown aground. Incident to this, a PC bort was blown brozdside across
our very shorp bow mnd we nearly cut her in two, Our frest! in Noumea was
consequently-very much curtniled.

The first of February 1944 we reported in to Guadal~pnal and amchored
in Purvis Bdy near Tulagi, Florida Islend. Ve picked up some New Zealanders
at Vella La Vella hoving escorted some LST's to Munda, New Georgia, enroute.
Then we toock part in the landings at Groen Islands, 120 miles east of Ra-
baul, We got underway for this trip with a load of New Zoalanders on St,
Valentine's Day. We were heseiged by -Jap snoopers on the way up for our
fir close contact with the eneny planes., At the londings itself we under-
went our first air attack though the Apd's were ncver the Jap targets.

We returned to Hethorne Scund, which is between Kolombsngara Island Al
Rice Anchorage on ‘the Kila Gulf, scene.of the Heleno and mony other dis- .
asters. Ue picked up more men at Velln end made a second echelon lending
at Green. After that we mnde a short escort trip to the Russcls, anchor-
ing for two nights in Tillotsen Sound off Henard Sound.

On St. Patrick's day we got underway with Fourth larines aboard ‘for the
landings at Emirau Island, a few miles nort of Kavieng, New Irclend, This
was our first landing with carrier-plane coverege. Nearby Kavieng was also
being plastered by our bottleships and cruisers at the same time, We were

- then ordered to proceed to Milne Bay again and this time took aboard as

passengers a group of native coast-wntchers, mon, women and children, They
proved to be better bohnved than any. other passengers we ever had,

Te had a rehearsal on the Lae lundkng beaches then proceeded with the

- largest force we hnd ever been with to the landings at Hollandia and Aitape.
In gddition %o the Army troops we\carried, the Noa tock part in the pre-
H-hour bonbardment, bombarding one of-the small -islands off the beaches.

The follow1n9 day we returned to the same area and made a landlng on -,
Seleo Island, Wwe bemberded Seleo and in this connection had some interesting
nmoments., A destroyer whislted her bombardment shell uncomfortably close !
astern of us fording us to move to another position for our own bombard- i,
ment, This involved passing between two recfs so thet at one time there



,ywoyo bruakers curllng*ova_ the recfy
us. We hnd hardly gotten into oﬂr new position when the cruiser Nashville

dges: juét a few yﬂrds on eﬁch side of

dropped a 6" salvo short of hex area hnd sbout. a hundred yards off cur
port quarter. The splashesd from this' near catestrophe h~d hardly sub- .
sided when one of our dive bombers let go his bomb too soon and it lended
with o 'tHwack! and terrific concussicn just off cur pert bow.

Fortunately Ycease firing! wes ordered at thot time and we rcturned
through the reefs to provide covér for the assoult waves as they moved in
ts the beaches. ¥We were fairly clese to and off to one side of our bonts
as they hit the berch rnd were thus nbie, fcr the first time, to get a reall;
geod angle view of the troops as they hit the beach,

Subsequently we picked up troops nt S~ider and were thus able to witnes:
the developnent of an arce we had helped tor occupjp

we were orderecd hack to Pearl Harbor, nak*nv the trln 0ll the way in’
company with the Kene, and etonping hy Funa Futi in the Blice Group. lie
alnost ran aground a 'floatlng' sond bar enrcute. We picked up:a contingent
of the Second Mariens at Hapuna Bay on the Island of Hawaii and proceeded

to the Saipan landings, It WS decided not to land our troops on D-1 night

via rubber bonts as originally schcédrled and instend we landed them on
alresdy sccured.beaches on. D plus 1 ary.
\ ! ! ;
In screening the USS Louisville at Magiodenne Bay, Saipan, we were un-
cengelous of danger from three sources. Shortly efter we left her the
Louisville, underwcnt an air’att-ck and also passed close ahoard ~ floating
mine., A few drvs later we lemrned thot the Japs still hed guns in the caves
along the nort..ern const of Tinisn where we had passed so curicusly close.

s

‘The first week or so nfter the initiel landlh"s at Saipnn there were

refular evening air attacks by the Nlpq but none of there bomhs came too

close to the Noa,
i ‘ -
On the night of 5~6 July the Neca, whlle carrying out a harrassing bom’ =
ardment of Tinian Town and the scuthern tip of Tinian Island, underwent her’
first real tgst of fire, While stecaming ~t slow speed less then two miles
cff the coast, as we hr3 seen others Jc in other ~rens, we suddenly had
shclls whistling overhead and splashing with loud, flashing detonations
all arcund us. %e quickly wricgied out of there and for the remninder of
the night, though the Japs shcre- bnttery centinued te fire ot us, they
never again straddied us, It has sincc been discovercd that they had three
6™ guns hidden in caves at the southern edge. of the town, Thissame hate
tery killed 9€ and wounded 140 in o -horrible three minuites:on the Colorado
n few wesks later. Though they harrassed us, which was not on the schedule,
we set Iire te two large cene ¢thds ~nd certalnIJ harrassed them with our
hlph—eprOSlves g01ng off in their town all night long. :

After thls we were in thg Guan inv-sion (Third Mnrines) but only ns a -

-screcnlﬂg vessel. ‘On our return from Guan to Espiritu Santo our enginecr-

ring plent broke down 31 times in 24 hours and we spent mest of our time,
vhen we werenit wallowing helplessly, in chasing the convoy we were sup-
poscd to be leading, This was the clinmax of the long series of engineering
casualties hrougnt on by trying to keep these world war I ships operating
centimicusiy. e had stecmed five timcs es long without' ‘overheul as we
would be allowed to do in percetime,

I



, From herc we returned to Purvis Bey via the Russels, nlck1n~ up two
ensigns, Hernden and Francis, and 42 brgs of mail enroute. Most of the- mail
was Chriztmas packages -- just 8 months overdue = or 10 months enroute,

At Purvis we prepared for whot proved to he. the Non's last trip, the invasion
of Peleliu Island in the Paulaus. We tock aboard Underwater Demclition
Team Able (seabees) with their supplics which included nine ru)ber hoats and
fifty tons of,tetrytol a high explosive.

At o451L on 12 September.if44, D=3 day, thc old Noa finally nmet her
Taterloo in the shape of an drerican 2100-ton destroyer, the Fullman DD474
In the predewn maneuvering prop sretory to conmencing the initial bomHardment
of Peleliu and Anguar Islandg, two of the battleship-cruiser groups with -
their cscort tangled with each other and in the ensuing confusion the Noo
and the Fullmen had collided. ©She hit us'a glancing blow on the starboard
side of the after-engineroomn, just about ten feet forward of that fifty
‘tons of high explesive., She pulled our starboard screw and about forty feet
of shaft alonp with it -~ caught in her bow, We flcoded aft very rapldly
and the stern was underwater in s few minutes, The ship was abandoncad
in good order considering the darkncss and the suddenness of the catastrcphe
The rubber boats came in hrndy for those of us who were last to lenve the
ship. Though a few men were thrown in the water by the jar of the colll—
sion, no cnsualties were suffered,

Ceravolo, (3¢, went back on the fantail and checked the depth charges
in the racks for safe setting. This w2s dangerous as it was dark, the decks
were wet and slipfery with fuel oil aud also the ship was going down by
the stern rapidly at this time, DJespite these precautions one or more of
then must have gone off when the shlp san for ~bout-six minutes after the
ship had nosed up and slid benenth the' surfoce there wos a2 terrific deton-
ation, just as thoush the lepth chnrges as well ns the tetytol had expleded.

When it hecame light and we had determined by muster on the Fullam that
all were accounted for, we formed a-salvage party to return to the Noa to
see what we could do to keep her afloat, In trying to light off her dry
beilers, only the actual rumbling of the tortured drums stopped use
Ensipn Francis, who, had bHeen aboard only 25 days, deserves @ lot of credit

in this task for he carried out N orders despite his full realization of
the denger 1nvolv01

Vie tried just about evcrythlnﬂ and one by one our smrll meens of
saving the ship pave out, Ve ran out of acetylene ond oxygen for burning off
topside weight, The gasolinc handy-billy pumps ran out of gos, The ship
kept settling deeper and deeper so thot we could no longer enter compart-
ments only partially flooded since watar pouring down the cpen hatch would
£il1l them froster than we could -pump them, Just as it seemed we were going
to be able to get up steam, with the wnter lappinn around the firerocom
hatches, the ship lost its remoining “ucyancy, became logy, and again we
abondoned ship,.

About five minutes later the Nca pointed her bow straisht up and with
a great hissing of air coming out of her forword hatches, sank in thousands
of fathoms of water - west of Peleliu and, incidentally, west of the leongi=
tude of Tokio, Tt had been 2 hearthreaking attempt at salvapge and the
snlvage party circling her in landing honts all had extremely moist eyes
as thev watched her disappear.

|



. ' An aftermath of the Noa's sinking wns & General Court Marticl held 4in .

- San Francisco., The Noa's skipper was clcared on all counts, In this triel
coincidence, which seemed to plasy such a large part in the Noa's history,
again made its appearance. The President of the Court Martial had been
a classmate of Midshipman Noa and another member of the court had been
a shipmate of Midshipmon Non at the time he was killed in the Philippines,

Both he and she died with their hoots on,
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