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Lon"man 1\08 was born 5 October 1878 &t~t~~~:~~J~2j~~~~2 Tenn. Appointed to the Kava1 Aca.demy as Il 

~ptember ] 896, he graduated in June 1900, ..... 8.5 

to the ASiatic- ~tation in gunboat MarU,c1u. The mornirl~ l~~~~i!sl:~il~~~[~~k.L}':i::'11Li:,;~::,:::j 
26 October 1901 Midshipman Noa, with aD .a.rmed cn:'w f1 
.ix men, put off from Manlldes. in a sma11 boat t.o watch fa: 
cn!t engaged in 6muggling contraband from the island of ~ 
Leyte tQ Samar. "'ben ready to return t.o Maril.uu, they \ 
found the ,,-ind .. nd the tide againSt tbem. AJ5 the boat 1\'~ 
taking on 'io::"ater, they put into a sma!] cove on the island of 
Samar. While scouting the adjacent jungle, NoB. was att&f:ked 

___ -'OD~-d ~bbed four times by Filipino insurgenL<l. Be di~ beCore 
.udcoufdiUehwm. -- - . - . . _- ... _ . . . _ ._ 

tembt!r a.nd after shakedown in the Chesapeake sbe departed 
Norfolk 18 Octobe, and esco,t.ed Surnt... (APA-52) to San 

. ~go vi& the PanamA Canal, arriving 2 November. 
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1,190; 1. 314' 6"; b. 30' 8"; dr. 9' 3"; 8- 35 k.; 
a. 4 4",13", 1221" tt.; cl. Clemson) 

- ~ -Noa steamed for Pearl Harbor 4 November, arriving 10 
November for a. week of yard availability. Underv."ay 19 
November she escorted SS J . H . Kimaid to Espiritu Santo 
New Hebrides via Samoa, arriving 4 December. She departed 
5 December and steamed to Buna, New Guinea where she 

Navy Yard, ~umed d.utyas landing craft control ship 11 December. In 
was laid down 18 thIS capaCIty she steamed between Buna a.nd Cape Cretin 

~~~;~\~~~::J~~.'~~~ ~fid~~Prr~ ; sponsored by ~trs. ~ew Guinea. She was detached from this duty and anchored Albertl~ Loverrum Nos; and off Cape Sudest 21 December. 
commissioned 1921. She stes.med for Cape Gloucester, New Britain 25 December 

FoUowing shakedown out of Xorfolk, Soa operated out of and arrived just before dawn the next day. After a prelimilUltV 
Charleston, S.C. Through May 1922 she participated in Atlan- bombardment by n.a.val and umy air units, Noa landed 1-14 
tic Coast training maoeuvers. In late May she sailed fo r du ty officers and men of the First Marine Division. She returned to 
on tht' .-\.si:1tic station, steaming via the Mediterranean and Cape Sudest via Buna 27 December to take on 203 more First 
Aden and Ceylon. She reached Singapore 14 August and 30 Division !l.iarines, who reinforced the forces at Cape Glouceste r 
September she arrived at her new home yard a t Cavite, P.I. 29 December. Her operation.s~ Cape Gloucester landings 
Through the summer of 1929 Noa remai ned actin on the extended through 1 March --'N oo's participation in the 
Asiatic station. She patrolled Chinese and Philippin ~ waters Bismsrck Archipehgo operation also took her through the 
an '! attempted to protect American interests during the rag_ Green Island bnding 15-19 February. . . 
ing Chinese Civil War, which Wa..i renewed November 1922. In the Purvis Bay area of the Solomon Islands she per-
She also participated in the periodic fleet exercises which were formed patrol and escort operations 21 February-7 March. 
designed to keep crew and equipment at peak efficiency. Sbe next steamed to Tassafaronga Point, Guadalcanal and 

Upon return to the United States 14 August 1929 NOll went took on Fourth Marine Division troops for the Emerau Island 
into the Mare Island Yard for overhaul before assignment to asssult o~ 23 March. By 8 April she was back at Cape Cretin, 
West Coast operations. Througb the nex t five years she oper- New Gwnea, where she took on troops for the HoUandis. 
ated out of San Diego a..s a unit of the Battle Fleet. During &mphibious oper!ltions that extended from late April through 
the fall and winter of 1929 Noa was cs.Ued upon to assist in 1 May. 
plane guard duties with carriers Langley (CV-l ) and Sara!i>go Noo stesmed for Pearl Harbor 11 May, arrived 23 May, 
(CV- 3) off the California coast. She thus participated in the and embarked units of the Second Marine Division for tram;-
early development of carrier·group tactics. She also took part port to Saipan. Sbe patrolled assigned areas off Saipan 15 
in the fleet exercises from 1930 to 1934. Soo served as ("Cui~- June and that day splssbed one raiding aircraft. The next dav 
ship for NROTC students from the University of California, she landed her troops and continued patrol operatio ns un t~1 
.Berkeley 17 June--8 July 1934, steamed for Philadelphia, 24 .June, when she steamed to Eniwetok Atoll. Noa de parted 
Pa. 14 Aug'lSt , decommissioned there 11 November, and W 3.S En~w.etok 30 June and escorted Clamp (A.R....q...33 ) to Saipan, 
placed in reserve. arrl',."'l!l~ -1 July. Sh~ conducted patrol and screening operations 

Noa recommi3.3ioned at Philadelphia 1 April 1940 and WB.5 on Tmlan and Salpan through the next week. DU!"lng the 
fitted with a ses.pls.ne which nested just forward of the after Guam operlltions of 12 july-IS August Noa se rved as a scret:!l.-

.deckhouse, replacing the after torpedo tubes. At the same time ing ship. By 16 August she had returned to Guadalcs. n!!.l and 
a boom for liftrn g the aircraft was st?pped iu place of the main- the next day she commenced patrol operations out of Pun'is 
~t She stes.m·:d for the Delaware Capes In ).18. .. ' and con- Ba .. ·. 
ducted tests with an XSOC-l seaplane piloted b): Lt . G L. 1 Depa.:ting PurYi:s Ba.y 6 . Sept.ember she steamed for the 
Heap. The pls.ne was hoisted onto the ocean for takeoff and " ltPal:,u Island3 to conduct underwater demolition a.cti ... ·itie3. 
then recovered by l(fil while the ship was underway. Lt. Hes.p I\'"\. Wl;lle Fullman (DD--474) at 
also Iruide an emt'rg~"ncy flight 15 ~lay to transfer Ii. sick man \'" 03.JO, begs.n to settle. The 
to the )laval Hospital at Philadelphia. or~er to but 0700 Noe's 

Such dramatic demonstrations convinced the SecrE: tary of sk..ip~r, 
thf! Xavy that destroyer-based scout planes had value, and 27 her wah 
:\lay he directed that six new des troyers of the soon-to-bo:­
{'I)r.:; tructed Fletcher Cla.~ s (DD 476--481) be fitted wit h 
C&~3pu l ts and handling equipment. & caU5e of mechanical 
defic:e!l~i-e s in the hoisting gp3.r the prOgT!l.m was canceUcd 
early in 1943. The concept thils failed to JI'.ature as a combat 
t.ed-.nique, but tbe des troyer..ab...<:er..-ation seapla rte team was 
to lIP revived under somewhat modified conditions duri r,g late r 
a llij.Jh ibinu.<J operations. 

~Voo sp'?nt much of the n~xt two years On experimental 8..<:­

s;g ,u;-,c nt3 and on midshipm.an training operations out of 
Allh8 f.>O lis . She underwent aV.9.ilability at Boston Na.vy Yard 
tilt: first week of Decemht;f 1941 and then participated in 
Ch~~.""\ pe.!l.ke Bay exercises through 27 December. Next she 
steamec for Key West, Fla. and participated in shakedown of 
major fiet-t uniUi in the Gulf or Mexico. After acting as plane 
and screen guard for carrier Hornet she steamed for Hampton 
R oads. Enroute a large wave carried away part of her bridge 
and she put in at Charles ton, S.C. for emergen_cy repairs. 
. She then steamed for Boston via Bermuda. Upon comple­

bon of repai.rs at Boston Navy Yard she was direct.ed to con­
duct Atlantic coast ASW patrols commencing 25 March 1943. 
She also participated in the training program for the Navy's 
Sound School at Key West. Until 28 July she operated out of 
Ke:r West, assigned training, patrol, rescue, and convoy escort 
duties. 

Noo reported to the Si.'(tb Amphibious F orces 31 Julv. 
I?uring August and ~ptember she was converted, at Xorfoik 
Navy Yard, to a high speed transport and was reclassified 
• .t\..PD-24 on 10 August 1943. Work W&.i completed 17 Sep-
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(DD-841 : dp. 2,425; 1. 390'6"i b. 41; dr. 19'; 8.35 k. ; cpt. 
350; a . 65",12 40mm., 6 dcp., 2 dct., 10 21" tt. i c1. Gearin')) 
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A fter shak~do~· !1 at GU!l.nt.a3amo 
be< bom,por t of r (or he< 
ployment. She called at uibraltar, 

Venice, Piraeus and Lisbon. ~£~~~~~~~@[~~~~ vets in the South Atlantic in 
United States. For the next 

as 

during June and :,6;~~~i~:~~~£~:!1t:~~!~:~; January 1951 she ~o !~.ge~ 
in a permAnent Hunt.er-Killer Group as a 
Squadron Eight. She also made a second Mediterranean 
ployment during this period. In early 1951 she pan icipate.:i in 
Convex II, • large scale convoy escort exercise, after which 
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