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u. s. s. NoaDD-34 3 . A y e ar ' on the Atian:tic Ocean on c'onvoy 
duty cha sin'g submari ne s, a nd then t he ' shl: p w2t s c onverted :to' an 

, A. P. D. ", " , ' '.: l ,-l 

On July .l, 1 943 we ' l eft Keywest, Florida f or t he las t ti me 
a nd sailed to the NOrfolk Navy y a rd where our shi p ' was to be 
c onverted. Everyone of Lh e cre w rece ived a leave. 

The main fe 8 tur~s of th a conversion 'was th e removal of two 
boilers and the addi tion troop f a cilities , 'boats' ;" 'four hig'g'J:t';"S, 
and rad a r gear: • . ,Also, while 'there we received bo a t crews for 
the higg in,.. ba rrge s. . ' 

,; (1 , 

',0 " ' C ' At the end 'of, six 'we eks our 'shIp wa s reborncd a nd ',followed 
, r!' succe ssful tenday sha ke 'down crews i n the Cheasapeake Bay 
"" involving a tri p to ' annapolis, Maryaland. " ,f]" ,', ' 

' ," 

October 18 , 1 94 3 we l e f t Norlolli on a route to Pearl Harbor,. 
Co nvoy i ng a large tro op tran s port the U.S.S. Sumter, to Ban Diego 
remaining two days an d t h r e e ni ghts in Pearl Harbor. 

We 'were routed quickly onward. Yl e '- had a few h ou rs in Pago 
"Pago, 'TU tun a, "and Ameri can Samoa . I sl ands ; One nigh t "i n "Espiri to, 
Si nto, ,New Hebrides and ' one' nigh't in Millie 'Bay, New Guihe'a; Two 
day s after we' were. patrolling; in 'company with the Bagley A;F.D • 

. of Fric schafen ;' from " No!"fc,l k-t --Vi 'rgi-nia -- to' ' our,"furthe s t line .. 
" o''f a 'iJ"ance 'in , the Pacific 'dire ct in fifty days and no more-'"a' '-- -

J" poly ' wo g . ' . , '; 
, ' ;' ' ,; .;:,.:} ''(. ~., ~. 

The day ,af te r Chrfstinas ,1943j ' wetook ', par t' in t,he l 'anding 
or: ' Cape G1:oucester, , Hew Britian ,Mari~ne ,Troops. Our first ' lan'ding 

"'started out with ' a litt le difficulty;: ' Wewere ' r ,equired 'to tow 
a Y; M; S . most of th e way and al s o;' about three h ours pri"or' to 
H: Hour. " The Noa's ,Charlie Noble caught fire, giving fourth' a 

·monstr'ous glow ag'afn'st ', the bla ck ni ght ' for ' seve ral mi'ni tues ; but 
the"~landing came off well.: One of ' our boats was hung u p for ' 
s'e'veral hours 'a n'd we 'h a:d --t o ' le aveit there. Th e , boa,t) '-and boat 
cr'e'w' a'rrived 'several' days l a ter on a r'eturntng L.S.'~li. "'c ' 

. " : , ; I:, I ::. ,; 'J ' 

" ' We made a second Mari ne landing ' the next ,day, Decemb:er ' 27, 
1943. The day aft e r New Years We lartded Army Troop s onSaidar, 
New Guinea. On return we were told to make preparations for 
a ,tri p to Sid ney , Australia for rest and recreation 'but-' the plans 

, were .. 'changed a n d we s'ailed to Noumi'a, New Caledonia. " , ' 
'0'; , . ' ", 

" ,,:""",While rat Noumi a :we were blown as hore by , a ', tropical ' hurrican e . 
"B'ecaus'e c)of this °g roun d ing a P.C,. " boat wa s blown broadsid'e ' across 
' our -'shi p' bolY a nd ,we , nearly cut i ti ri to. . Due ' to ';thl's , unforitun'a te 
c1 rc um stanc'e ' our ; r e st · i n Noumia, was' - somewhat ',curtaiihed., "'" , .. J 

, The-H'f'eB~~1=-o i n e ,fifr,ift" of Fel:lruary 1 94 4; ' we re por,ted at 
Guadal canal' "imd PUrvi ii' 'Bay I' Fl a 'Tsl'and 's .- near- l!'ul(agi ' . ' :' We ', pi:cke d 
u p 5'ome New ' Xeal'anders ':at ,VeUa La Villa: having "eacor,t~d , some 
of the L. S .To' : to l;lunda' , N.e w Georgi"a ::in : rou,te. .Then we tooki' part ., 
in ,the: llandi ng ' of , Gr e en , Island s ; dNe ',were ul1der '.way ',for , thi:s' ,trip 

. r ." 



) 

/ 
"-

. ' 

on St. Valentine's Day. 
We were struck upon by Jap Sni pers on the way up, our first 

" close contact 'witlj·. Jap Planes. At tIle ' landing , we: uqdez: . went 
our first air ·attack. Althought ' the Ii.P.D., weren't;.destroyeq < 

we did not get to do ' any shooting. We returned to HathQrqe ,Sound 
between Colonbanga i a I s l and s and Rice I s l ands and we. returned 
t o Green Islands wi til mor e New Zealand ers trqop!; , and. m~de a 
ti econd land ing . After that .we made a short es60rt trip . ~o 
Puss elo Islands. 

., 

i 
. On St. Patri G,k 's Day we wera orLoUl:.-'&a.lL_t.o .i..u.v.ad..e-.Emi.-r.e.n--------~ ' 

\. 

, Island and M"!rines. , Again a f ew miles nqrth of ~aviang •. . T,his 
was. the fi rst l a ndi- ng . . I"je we re cover ed b:( carri Elr. planes • . At 

'. ) 

the same time, being bombarded by battle ships, wh..i,'\ch turne,d . 
out ve ry successful. r'ie were than ord ered to pr oceCle in 
MalueBay, and p re paring to .take part in ~the . invasi,OA 01; .. A1o&l"e 
Aitape, operating with the l a r gest forces we ha,d . e·ve.r _b<;l,en",w~tb. 
aroul)d the AdmiraltY,Islandsto the landing of Aitape .,. J! ollal'\dia 
a nd Tanah Merah Bay. 

. , 
, i, , j \! ,', . 1 

Our group, we nt , to Ai \.ap e an d the. )~J oa : w,as , .. a,ssi.gll. eq,. on 
« .J ~a.nd off ·l ying i !; lanQ ;.nam ed Ali. as aboI!;R.S'-n;lm,en~ , targ~Jt, . , ,:;Tni,s 

,.' . ,wal:! , our, ,.fi rS.t . E; xperi ence of. thi s sort, and "w~) :pJ, .as ter·e.d ,ft to 
" tb.e be.s:t r.of .. our . abili ty. The 'following day ·,we returned to 
th<l. ~same are.a and .made a landin~ 011. l;:)elca • . ,W'7 \>,omboar-.deEl . Sel,ca. 
also.,i·n connecetion wit,h "this ~: h,~d ;~0l!1e 'll)oreun.usual .e,xlJ,El-rienn,e:;; 
We had commenced our bombardment of Sel ca when we wer:e,o"\-pl,q' "that,. 
we were in the line of ~ fire a a destroyer, bomba rding a near 

by target, and order.ed ,to mqve ,.on." Tbis inv.olved .o.1.lr ,.pas s age 
:be:tween, ·the. off ,lyi ng reifs. of "s elco., and A~i IS~Q,l)d, -: ; At one ." 
time , we . ha.d . br.eae.kers curli ng ,.ov,er . t~e ·riei' e dge~s <!' : hundre.d 'y,a rds 
on each, sid,e of ' 1.lsj' ''! A, crewfler :managed to drop,. a .<bo,mb!j.rcjmElnt Jfilhell 
a few. hundred yar;q,s, :t1rom our post quarters', ,.an,d a . Qi:ve ,b9.lD,ber : a 
few . hundred yards on our por.t !;low. Thuseea..e,ipg ,t),ri n,,; apq. tli.~e 
as.3ul t ; waves. went in shortly .,thereat;t.eX.· )'(e, wer:.~ fairly ' c~ps.e 

. to ,.and -off " to one side of our . boa ts ,.ue they :hi t .:t ,he beac,h .o~ 
Thus ena"Qlii.ng usi:"o.-,get for the rirst., ti me areally · go,od :V.ie.w 
of assult troops hitting the beach. Subsequently, we picked 

, .u p :tooops · a ~ Sad o,.,add . were iabl .e to 'wi tne ss ,,\.he d <;l '\l'el opment of 
, !'In -'a r ea th a t we.' had. hel p j:ld 10ccupy. · ~ .. ', ,,,j LJ \e l : ,:,' : . el'\; 1. 

.~. '1 _ . ~_r~ . _ __ .:. . ,i' . ..;._::_~ .. ~_,-,!, ; {\ _ _ _ --"".':":'~-=-=-'~" .---:"",-.-.",, ": . ....:.,.~------
. ','we .w.e,e orde.red. ba ck to Pearl Hurbor .• s~opping by Tuna, . 

Fute, Elli.ce IsJ,and in rqute. .we a lmos.t. ran e,ground . 0!l .a .. flooting 
barge. A few days at Pea r Harbor May 23, to May 28. 1944 we 
p,i:cked ·up ,Mar:ines · at Hap-unao!! ~ the :I sland of )i,aw~1i , e,ql'l. \\proceeded 

c', .)t ,o al andi ng" ct, Sai paQ, Mary.Ann~s ~ 51 and 5 • ;I ,t :)wa~· d.~}ci}~eA ,Aq,t 
:).1 to :land . our ,·troops i.as Qrginally , schedulee,. ,.a.nq, theY)dw~ IJ:e;:;ta,keJl 

to. an alre·ady ·.secured l-e~aA.h Beach on D. plus ,cneday"t •. " ;" 

'On sc r een~ng .the .U •. S .•. S •. Louiv.ille .at Ma.8i;.!;:i.ence...Bay, Siapan 
, we ·onconciously ··had·"been. c1.o.s.e ", 1;.0 'langer :{·r,qm '\.hree. directions. 

First , ·shor:tly.,· ;a-f ter we. had le.f~ ' Louvil·le . sb,~ ,.l,mder VieQt a .. 
_ ; " "bombing ,attack. ,Second, she:;,alsc discqvered a ~ flooting ' mi'nei.., 

:' ~: Third, · several ' days later twe learne.d that "the ,·Ja.ps ; stfll· h'ad : 

',shore deffense guns,--In the c aves along the coastn near which 
.- --' 
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we had curiously passed. 
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The first week or so af t e r the landing of Siapan ther were 
e;gening air-raids t hough none of the Nips p lane~ cam e close to 
the Noa. On th e night of July 5, & 6 , t he No a while carrying out 
a harrassing mi tis i on on the Tini ana tOVin and Harbor under went 
her first test of fir e . Wh il e steaming a t slow s peed, less than 
t wo miles off t he coast, we suddently had shells whistling over 
head and s plashes with ------------ - - in the water all about 
us. The usual confusion insud e but we quickly sp~eded an open · 
range and for the remainder of th e night t h ough Japs fired from 
t h e shore continuessly it ne ver aga in came c lose. It is 
believed there .wer e from two t o f our shore guns firing from 
three to five inch sbell s a t · us, t he re was also c ons iderable 
smaller c a li ber ~ire but we were well out of rang e of that . We 
set fire to two ca rt!i el ds with our sto re shells, an d believed 
some 011 our high capacity d efinitely haras:;ed them. However, 

.. wewe r e .. tired a lso. No ca sualti es suff e r ed on t he Noa , other 
t han brused kn ees, elbows a nd noses, W:1en certain of our re
actors hit the deck at the first Jap Salvo • 

J. On July 1 5 , we hit Guam. On Sep . 12 we hit Peliteu, 
401Angieu, Pella, Group, a new assignment the t ime 3 days 

before D day. With a domilstion oufit to blow up riefs, 
but due to an unfortuna te a ccident the Noa was hit beyond 
te pains. The crew h ad all disembarked, safely and a little 
later s he sank 
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